I Iraqi Kurdish refugees, go home 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Some 2 Iraqi Kurds who look 
shelter in Jem. during .fighting In northern Iraq 
returned ltome Saturday under the supervision of die 
U.N- .HigJi-.CbmniissKner for Refugees, die official. 
Iranian news agency fRNA said The refugees went 
through die crossing point of Haj Omran in north- 
western Iran. IRNA said. Ten days ago an Iranian 
interior Ministry official called on all Kurdish 
refugees to return home. The ministry' says U million 
Afgluni refugees, 490,000 Iraqis and 30,000 Asians of 
various national riles arc sheltering in Iran. Iraqi Kurds 
fled into neighbouring Iran in droves alter the 1V31 
Gulf war when Iraqi President Saddam Hussein bal- 
ded a Kurdish uprising and in September Iasi year 
when rival Ktinlrslt factions crossed swords in non It- 
em Iraq. 
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Saudi Arabia launches first Saudi missile 

RIYADH (API — Defence Minister Prince Sul i an 
bundled Saudi Arabia's first locally produced sur- 
I'acc-to-surfiice missile Saturday to mark die opening 
of a military complex. A mi I i tan- spokesman said 
Prince Sultan also watched a demonstration with live 
ammunition at tin* new firing ranee at tire complex in 
Kharj. 130 kilometres south of Riyadh. No details 
were available on the exercise or the missile. Work on 
the complex, which comprises a firing range and a 
shop lor maintenance and ammunition inspection, 
began four years ago, said tire spokesman, who spoke 
on customary condition of anonymity. 
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Dakamseh sentenced to 25 years IAF executive council 
imprisonment with hard labour endorses poll boycott 

* Party s Shura council to convene 

for final decision next Thursday 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN— The trial of 
Ahmad Dakamseh came to 
a close Saturday as military 
court judge Brigadier 
Ma'mnun Khasawneh read 
out a sentence of life 
imprisonment with hard 
labour. 

Dakamseh was tried for 
the murder of seven Israeli 
school girls who were shot 
io death while visiting 
Baqaura, March ii. 

The five-man military 
court found the 26- year-old 
soldier not guilty of pre- 
meditated murder but con- 
victed him of the “inten- 
tional murder of several 
people." 

Brig. Khasawneh said 
Dakamseh was to be 
demoted from his rank of 
corporal to private, and dis- 
honourably discharged 
from the military. 

The judge explained that 
Dakamseh was not convict- 
ed of premeditated murder 
because he was suffering 
from an “anti-social mental 
disorder that made him 
unable to control himself 
and prevent him from real- 
ising the outcome of his 
deeds." 

The 90-minute court ses- 
sion ended a four-momhe- 


motionai trial. 

The convict lias dis- 
obeyed military rule which 

prevents him from using his 
weapon without prior per- 
mission from his superi- 
ors," the judge said. 

u He also stained liis mili- 
tary honour with the Wood 
of the innocent girls... 
wlicre one of Iris duties at 
Iris post was to protect 
Israeli visitors and guests, 
not shoot them." Brig. Khu- 
sawnch said. 

“By this deed, he neither 
served Iris country nor Ms 
army. His action was 
against the principles of 
Islam which stress on the 
importance of protecting 
the non-Muslims while 
they are in the custody of 
Muslims," he added. 

Tlie Military Court's ver- 
dict cannot be repealed in 
any court. His Majesty 
King Hussein is die only 
one who is able to reduce or 
ease the sentence with a 
recommendation from the 
Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of staff. 

The chairman of Die joint 
cluefs-of-siaff also has the 
right to cancel the verdict 
and call for a retrial. 

During the sessions 
Dakamseh, who was wear- 
ing an olive-green suite, 
appeared calm as he read 







from tire Holy Koran. 

But when (lie judge 
announced the verdict in 
tlie silent court mom and the 
session was adjourned, the 
convict refused to vacate 
tlie rage and grabbed rlv 
bars until military police 
forced him out of tlie court- 
room. 

Tight security was 
imposed inside and outside 
the court compound in Marj 



Ahmad Dakamseh reciting verses from Holy Koran 
Saturday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

from the Holy Koran. A1 Hammam, by ami riot 

But when tlie judge police, 

announced the verdict in Tlx.* mot Iter of one of 

the silent court mom and the seven Israeli schoolgirls 

session was adjourned, the killed .by Dttkamseh lust 
convict refused to vacate Match said liis life seme/uv 
lie rage and grabbed ilv was too lenient and lie 
bars until military police should have received the 
forced him out of tlie court- death penalty, 
room. ‘i tliink tlx; conn fell 

Tight security was sorry for him. For murder- 

imposed inside and outside iiig seven girls lie should 
the court compound in Marj have received tire derail 

sentence," Marg:.«Jit 

Bcdayev said. 

**I think tie’ll be released 
lor good behaviour in 15 
years or 10 years," Ms. 
Bcdayev was * quoted as 
saying by Reuters. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's communica- 
tions chief, David Bar-llan, 
expressed satisfaction at 
the verdict. 

“I feel that tlx: conduct of 
the Jordanian government 
throughout this horrible 
incident has been exem- 
plary and titan he verdict is 
eminently justified," Mr. 
Bar-llan told Reuters. 

Relatives of the accused 
soldier were banned from 
attending the trial, wliich 
was open to local and inter- 
national news organ! sa- 

outside the courtroom dons, 

atmeh, Saturday (Photo The relatives buret into 

tears when they heard the 
— 1 - — ■ ’ verdict from reporters and 

A, started lashing out at the 

rCSlSt© government. 

Some of them started ulu- 
lating and chanted “Allah 
___ __ _ _ Akbar, or God is great” 

flP /l |*P outside the court. 

Tlie defence issued a 

. . .. — \ — statement expressing its 

ifilt tA" “shock" over the verdict 

H fjpfc; and said that it expected the 

.... ; sentence to be eased 

* : SGTinil SlV . because tlie “crime was iu>i 


Ahmad's wife, Fatima, faints alter nearing the verdict outside the courtroom 
and is being supported by her crying sister Mariam Hawatmeh, Saturday (Photo 
by Yousef 'Allan) 

PNA asks U.S. to restate 
its com mitment to peace 

Special to the Jordan Times 

American administration to - ife "■ ■? -tiytogtOitsto part in in fa 

restate ns commitment to : «ciipnriM!in; ,p - JtffiL' Sain 

the peace process i n words stiff misRsage" Wtfce *■?. told a news briefing;/ . 

and in action or risk a total . Mr- , Bums said Palcstih- 

erosion or explosion of the . t##.- seribUdy J$raefi : . ■ Ian President Yasser Arafat 

peace process. c&vwges that V PaJirat^aii . had toftmaed ^ 

The American admires- police 'States dm he had ordered 

traii on said it is considering -ajjqck, JeW£,.''£fcS? c^3t<5tUs ' txa investigation into . the 

options to ‘fre-energise the : F&fcy. =' ■; " ' .■ i y ; affair, 

peace process" but Lhai a . : jfciaet’s. . aj^y ...Isxaet 
halt of “violence" was a three Palesaman pd&ce, Mx. , Atsfitt. take; action 
prerequisite for success. : iij the; West. .Bank.. . against the officers and any 

The Palestinians, howev- ' Hobday, ettieri Involved. Mr. Arafat 

er, suaed that there will be hadthwaned an.aUaekvQj).. Piit^ rejectcd Isradi allc- 

no resumption of talks it .. involve- 

without 3 cessation of Najaiw. ■ ■ /;.'■* -taw*: by sbraor PaJcstiniah 

Israeli seiilemcnl buildings. . “rWebeJicve very sirrao^y. . offlrials ....... 

The Palestinian demand is a jjjat \hssc alk®stionft aa«t ! : Bums said ..the United 
step back from previous 

stipulations that Israel degreO;of seriousness -and cooperation ^ ^between Israel 
should make, a commitment . .sesi^us purrosG. ; by the and the PNA “to get to the 
not to take any unilateral irndf- r . \ " ; 

steps that will prejudge the . qpeteman .•• ' U-St ctfficiais described 

final status of the West ■'.KBcIwIk- 6uri^.' : : : theaffiuras^ 

Bank and the Gaza Strip. . i'Zffiuii ^ cot. . problem" arid ; su’d Wash- 

What the Palestinians are . ^ r . : ..ingm had jfcHvHfid: “a 

asking for now is thai the .atiqn^ ifwf stiff message" to the 

American administration . ?^oii^ ;A^ai^ty l^testinian lcacfcrslnp. 

pressure Israel to stop the L„ ; ». ■*: ■ .. . — 

construction in JabaJ Abu bur American officials said The American- Palestinian 
Ghneim in cast Jerusalem. that tliere has not been a exchange of ideas took 
On its pan, the adminis- decision yet to dispatch 
traii on did not disclose any- special coordinator Dennis 

thing about its “options," Ross back to the region. (Continued on page 3) 


before his conviction on 

a premeditated one and it 
was committed while he 
was suffering from a men- 
ial illness.” Opposition 
leaders who attended tlie 
trial were critical of tlx* ver- 
dici- 

“Ii was a political trial 
and I ex peered the life sen- 
tence," said deputy Toujan 
Faisal after tlx; session. 

“It would have aggravat- 
ed tlie anger of the Jordan- 
ian people if he was sen- 
tenced to death. But we 
hope tliai this is not tlie last 
of it. Eventually wc will try 
to gel liim acquitted," she 
added. 

Reacting to the verdict 
and sentence. President of 
die Engineers Association, 
Leith Shbeilat. said “the 
trial was not fair. Dakam- 
seh was convicted, and the 
sentence was pronounced 
before tlie trial had started,” 
he added There are no 
guarantees that Dakamseh 
will not be Iiarmcd inside 
his jail," Mr. Shbeilat 
added. 

But Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Muiawi refuted ihese state- 
ments and said that trial 
was fair. 

This trial was conducted 
according to military law, 
and the politicisation of the 
trial has not come from the 
government bur from the 
oilier side [the opposi- 
tion]." said Dr. Muiawi fol- 
lowing the weekly cabinet 
session Saturday. 

“The trial procedures 
have insured the maximum 
degree of justice. Any ver- 
dict tliat comes from a Jor- 
danian court is a just one 
whctlicr ii is a civilian or a 
military conn," he added. 


WASKNOTDN ; aW' s ? ;tiytogto:tsto part tn an aia 
: The United Stfe has s^ a- ; ; : tqrcrismi" ■ ML; Burra 
“very, sfiff told a new' s briefing:!- . 

-. Paleamians, telling iixso' tt> ' ; ; Vfr- . Bums said PaJcstih- • 
-ttfoor: ■" sbriou^y ■ ' -President Yas^r Arafai 

charges -that . bad m&ajned the •' United 

polk* 'States ifal he h«J onJered 

valladt. JeWs,. .lXS^ : qSh5«1b : , ' ari favcarigaicaa into . iibe 


said Tn&ty. ; ' ; .- cp. ■ - v 

■ ■ Israel’s v . antiy !:; ; ^swsted:: 
thtpe Palestiroan poSce 
! effitswp iii tiw .Bank.. 
' Monday, omibt^ng ttei it 


;iffain 

, : Israel has denwoded,! U»i 
Mt Ar^at take; action 
against die officers and any 
et tiers involved Mr. Arafat 


had.thwaned an. ■<?*) . ■ Friday rajftcted. Israeli alto- 
jew» at. a.sektienifflnit poss&te inycJve- 

Nablus. : • -5f - ■ ; . ' v rtieix by sbraor Palestinian 

. ^^ “Wc.tJeJicyfe v«y 

■that those alk®stionft omsi ! ; Bums said ..the United 
ttf-taksn highest / -Sta tes’was cdlff ug for full 

degreO;.of seritHtsieSs -and cooperation between -Israel 
.seriqus parpqs&- ; by the and the PNA “to get to die 
; E^femians,? Said; . $t^e . ; 

Pepsatpwit . qpc^anan. U& ctfficials described 

..hSrflOlOT- fturiuL.': : /=' ' the: ^ “ayefy-seridus 

:: ''«a.;he!!'riy j^*'" . problem" arid sad Wasb- 

;for.aq[y! 0 i» : W% had dclivaisd: “a 

Stiff message*' to the 

. ffefipcal ; ^PNA|. T^testinian lcadcrslnp. 
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hnr American officials said 
i hui there has not hecn a 
decision yet to dispatch 
special coordinator Dennis 
Ross back to the region. 


The American- Palestinian 
exchange of ideas took 

(Continued on page 3) 
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By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Executive 
Council of the Islamic Action 
From (IAF) lias decided to 
boycott the upcoming parlia- 
mentary elections, a senior 
IAF official said Saturday. 

Tic official, Ibrahim Zeid 
Keilani, added that tic deri- 
sion taken during a meeting 
of the IAF Executive Council 
is in essence a recommenda- 
tion to the Shura council to 
boycott the elections. He said 
the derision was supported 
tiy die majority of the coun- 
cil's members. 

“The counril’s decision is 
final." Dr. Keilani told tiic 
Jordan Times. The final 
derision in this regard would 
be taken during tlie IAF s 
Sliura council meeting this 
week,” lie added. 

Dr. Keilani. himself a 
deputy in die 80-member 
Lower House of Parliament, 
stressed that the IAF mem- 
bers “will abide by the deci- 
sion taken by their leader- 


ship." 

Another IAF member, 
Ham/eh Mansour confirmed 
tlie decision of ilx* Executive 
Council but said tlxx the 
“Shura Council wliich will 
meet on Thursday is tlx* 
master wliich governs every- 
thing." 

Mr. Mansour emphasised 
that “participation in upcom- 
ing elections is not in tic 
hands of the Executive Coun- 
cil." He declined to elaborate 
further. 

The lAFs decision came 
almost rwo weeks after ihc 
Muslim Brotherhood's deci- 
sion to boycott tlie November 
elections. 

More than 70 per cent of 
the IAF members are loyal to 
tie Brotherhood, the most 
organised political group in 
tlie Kingdom. The remaining 
30 per cent arc independents. 

The Brotherhood also 
extends financial and admin- 
istrative assistance to the IAF 

Last week, Mr. Mansour 
said that IAF members will 
abide by their party's deci- 


sion and ruled out a break- 
away by memlvni opposed 
to tiie boy ci xi. 

Several opposition parties 
have expressed t!x*ir support 
to iIk Bnxlx’rixxxl and 
emplusised tliai they would 
coordinate their .stand with 
tlx* Islamists. 

But at least, tliree let'iist 
panics, including tlx* Com- 
munist Party tuxl Progressive 
B;uuh Party, have da’lared 
that they will ixx boycott tlie 
elections. 

The Brotherhood leader, 
Abdul Mapd Tlmeibat told 
reporters last week dial liis 
movement will refrain from 
“malting a deal with tlx* gov- 
ernment" which does rax 
meenheir conditions. Brotii- 
eriiood pre-conditions to par- 
ticipate in tiie upcoming elec- 
tions include tlie ahofishing 
of tiie one-man, one-vote sys- 
tem, tlie cancellation of the 
Press and Publications tem- 
pcffaiy law and a eovemmeni 
guarantee to conduct ltoix*si 
elections. 


Palestinians protest Israeli 
rejection of U.N. resolution 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) ; •«=..' . £ 

— Palestine's U.N. ohserver • : (111’ C3 t l S TOP 
Friday protested Israel's A - 

rejection of a U.N. resolution < O'O } j* : - : '£\ . ■** - - • ' ■ A 

: luauiut with Arafat 

Stater .0 U.N. Chi rf te™akm ■ 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Palestine’s U.N. ohserver 
Friday protested Israel’s 
rejection of a U.N. resolution 
and threatened further action 
aimed at halting settlement 
building. 

In a letter to U.N. Chief 
Kofi Annan. Palestinian dele- 
gate Nasser Kidwa said that 
Israeli reactions to Tuesday’s 
vote were “a reason for 
increased concern on our 
pan, and on the part of the 
international community." 

The reaction reflects the 
same kind of intransigence, 
arrogance and even contempt 
fertile will of the internation- 
al community.’’ 

In a resolution adopted on 
Tuesday, the U.N. General 
Assembly condemned Israel 
for ignoring an April resolu- 
tion calling for an immediate 
halt to seniemew building, 
particularly at a site in disput- 
ed Arab east Jerusalem. 

The General Assembly also 
recommended that member 
states “actively discourage 
activities which directly con- 
tribute" to the building of 
Jewish settlements in occu- 
pied territories, including cast 
Jerusalem 

The vote was curried by 
131 votes to three, with 14 
absicntinns- 

Mr. Kidwa noted in liis let- 
ter that Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu Ixid 


I They refuse to. return to 
! negotiations- arttil Israrf 
freeze sertiemeix buih&ig,' 
; witiritMr. Nei^y^u reftts- 
the '! . es to da The resisting aale- 
Tou&nanth iriThe mate has triggered violent 

, profess on the Wat Barfc, 
pubb!; e^?eci^ly iii-ihe divided 
^ ; : !. ' tqwn of Hebroft 

!’ '' ^ : , ^]nieatu^OTwillco«xin- 
t^vWftyi^l aic- ue to deteriorate unless tiie 
nc^OB-^- -.T^Jestinians agree to 
; ' - xesuoroe jiegcsiationx," Mr. 
.Mb ' . Netanyahu said. 

;■ ■ “We must talk ro e.-»ch 
.ifcc: .dffice, ' it ■ .other because peace cannot 
tt> ter^t>c* :the. be achieved throuctii. vio- 
ri^*-waig fyenier sad. • lencc,” he added. 

leaders, have not However, lie vowed to 

met stivfc t&m&cy-. Th&/o* L • press rficad with expandi ng 
kwingi^^thePale^ra- seokoxaus and said he 


ans; stamaed ■ out of peace 5 would -ixivei agree lo tiie 
(sr6t>esc the construe- P&fcsrimans’ demand to 
tron of a new Jewish -settle- have east Jerusalem as the 

ment’ -id 'Israeli-annexed carat al of a fttfurc state. 


si^ed that Israel would cixv 
tinue to maintain its swer- 
eigrey in Jerusalem “despiie 
live objections of other coun- 
tries throughout the world." 

"Obviously this increases 
die ixred _. probably for fur- 
ther actions by tlx' iraenia- 


Paicsti nuns' demand to 
have east Jerusalem as the 
capital of a future stare. 

lional. comniunily with tlx 1 
aim of ensuring Israel’s com- 
pliance with ilx* provisions of 
llmse resolutiiins and mlxT 
relevant U.N. resolutions, as 
well as provisions of interna- 
tional law,” tlx' P.ilesiini:m 
diplom;n said. 


PNA charges 3 presidential guards 
with gang-style terror, collaboration 


NABLUS (AFP) — Three 
members of tlie personal 
guiird of Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser AraJ'at uixl a 
I'imiiTIi Pjlestiniim went on 
trial here Saturday lor kid- 
napping raid collaboration 
with Israel. 

Tire three members of 
Rircc 17, presidential 
guard, and a civilian, ran a 
gang which kidnapped «uuJ 
Ton fired several Palest mi- 
nus nonh of tire West Bank 
town of Nablus, prosecu- 
tors Itcrc said. 

In tlie opening day of 
ilreir iri;d on Saiunkiy, lire 
defendums said that taped 
confessions tlrey had made 
were "comM and liad ik« 
Ivon given under any phys- 
ical of menial pressure," a 


Palestinian collaborator with Israel found killed 

NABLUS (AFP) — Tlx; bullet-riddled body of a Palestin- 
ian who collaborated with the Israeli auilioriiies was found 
Saturday near tire West Bank town of Nablus, Israeli aixi 
Palestiraan sources said. The body of Basnuin T;drer B;uii 
Jamia, 36', a resident of tire nejtrby village of Aqraha was 
found just outside of Nablus, a colonel In tire Palestinian 
national security forces, Nidal AsiMili. told AFP. Israeli mil- 
itary sources said Jamia, who Ixul an Lsnteli identity c<ml. 
had been shoi scvcral tinres in tlie licad and ctaen. The body 
was flwixj by an Israeli patrol and taken to a forensics insti- 
tute in Abu KaNr near Tel Aviv, they said. 

Palestinian security sources said Jamia liad been aa-used 
many iin*s during tire 1987-1993 intifada uprising against 
Israeli occupation of collaborating with Israel's infernal 
security agency Shin Bet. 

rcptiner said. lion with "a foreign 

Tire defendants arc power," aid “diminishing 

charged with kidnapping tire rvpuuiiioii t if tire securi- 

and assault, "creating a 

state of km" coHahora- (Continued on page 3) 
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A JEWISH SECT AT TIME OF JESUS IS BEING STUDIED TOD AY: Lena Liebman, an Israeli Department of 
Antiquities' worker, looks at one of the Dead Sea scrolls, which were discovered by a bedouin fifty years ago, at 
the Rockefeller Museum in Jerusalem. Today, more than one hundred world experts of the Qumran scrolls are due 
to gather at the Israeli museum for a four-day symposium on the state of their interpretation. The scrolls tell the 
story of an ancient community of Jewish anchorites living in the desert at the time of Jesus (AFP photo) 


Saudi starts crackdown 
on illegal foreigners 


RIYADH (AP) — Saudi 
Arabia started a crackdown 
Saturday aimed at getting 
rid of a reported 700,000 
illegal foreign workers, 
most of them from the Indi- 
an .subcontinent and Egypt. 

The Interior Ministry said 
foreigners without proper 
working papers and Saudis 
harbouring or employing 
them face up to six months 
in prison and lines ol up to 
100.000 rials ($27.0001. 
The ministry said the work- 
ers had a three-month grace 
period to report to the 
authorities without facing 
punishment. 

Most of the country's ille- 
gal workers enter the coun- 
try to perform religious 
rites and overstay their 
visas. About three million 
foreigners travel to Saudi 


Arabia yearly to visit 
Mecca and Medina, Islam's 
holiest cities, and to per- 
form the Muslim pilgrim- 
age. or Haj. 

The oil-rich kingdom reg- 
ularly deports workers who 
stay on after their visas 
expire. 

Saudi Arabia wants to 
regulate the labour market 
and replace foreigners with 
Saudis. Foreign workers 
send some 60 billion rials 
(SI 6 billion) abroad, and 
employers of illegal work- 
ers do not pay income to 
the authorities. 

Foreigners, mostly Indi- 
ans and Egyptians, com- 
prise about one-ihird of 
Saudi Arabia's 18 million 
people. 


Arafat appoints new 
PNA attorney general 


GAZA CITY (ATP) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has appointed his top 
legal adviser as the new attor- 
ney general of the self-rule 
authority, the new appointee 
said Saturday. 

Favez Sbaaban Abu 
Rahma. 67. confirmed to 
AFP that he began work Sat- 
urday after Mr. .Arafat picked 
him late Thursday night to fill 
the attorney general post left 
vacant by Khaled Qidra. who 
resigned a month ago. 

Mr. Abu Rahma was Mr. 
Arafat's top adviser on legal 
issues and had served several 
limes as the president of the 
Palestinian Lawyers' Syndi- 
cate in the Gaza Strip. 

He participated in the first 
meetings between .Mr. 
Arafat’s Palestine Liberation 


Organisation (PLO) and for- 
mer U.S. Secretary of State 
Janies Baker which eventual- 
ly led to the launching of 
Madrid peace process with 
Israel in 1991, sources close 
to Mr. Abu Rahma said. 

He is also the cousin of 
Khaled Wazir, Mr. Arafat’s 
second in command known 
by his nom de guerre “Abu 
Jihad, '‘who was assassinated 
in Tunis in 19SS. apparently 
by Israeli agents. 

Mr. Abu Rahma’s prede- 
cessor. Mr. Qidra. resigned 
for health reasons but many 
human rights groups accused 
him of taking bribes to 
release suspects on bail and 
of giving police too free a 
hand to make arbitrary arrests 
of suspects. 


Kuwait finds drug problem is not just a Western scourge 


KUWAIT ( API — For years. 
“Abu Abdullah" and a friend 
were lire only members here of 
the worldwide group Nar- 
cotics Anwiynious. When they 
started Kuwait's branch, they 
mistakenly thought they had to 
work in secret. 

Then they saw an ad for tiie 
gaiup elsewhere and realised 
anonymity — not secrecy — 
was the rule. They started 
advertising, too. and their 
number crew to more than 40 
in six months. Now they hold 
four weekly meetings, instead 
ol one. 

“I was addicted to drugs, but 
nov. I'm addicted to the pn> 
gninime.” said 39-year-old 
Abu Abdullah, a triumphant 
smile on his chubby face as lie 
■.p.'r.e to IS addicts and recov- 
ered addicts at a meeting. Like 
others ?n the group. he dne>-n'i 
use his real name. 

Few studies have been made 
of the e\tent of drug abuse, but 
nev.s Slones, police drug 
seizures and the growth of 
Abus group all suggest 
Kuwait is facing what mam 


here had thought was only a 
Western problem. 

Since narcotics anonymous 
went public last December, its 
hotline has gotten 3.000 calls. 
Eight w omen have joined and 
— by Muslim tradition — 
meet separately from men. At 
the latest of the group's w eek- 
ly public meetings, which vis- 
itors and families of addicts 
attend, 60 people showed up. 

While the trauma of Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 
increased narcotics use. 
experts feel much of the drug 
abuse has its origin in a prob- 
lem the country shares with 
other oil-rich, conservative 
Gulf .societies — rich 
teenagers with little to do. 

“Kuwait has a major drug 
problem.” said British addic- 
tion expert Ian Rodger, who 
heads u team hired in improve 
UeaUncnl for drug users who 
end up — voluntarily or by 
coun order — at the govern- 
ment's psychiatric hospital. 

Mr. Rtdger. a recovered 
addict himself, estimates 10 
per cent of Kuwait's popula- 


tion has misused alcohoL 
drugs, or prescription pills. 
The parentage is double that 
of the United Kingdom, he 
told the Associated Press. 

One of Mr. Rodger's 
patients illustrates the prob- 
lems that turn Kuwaiti teen- 
agers to drugs. He said he 
started drinking alcohol 
abroad at 1 7 and then turned to 
smoking hashish at home as a 
rebellion against the stultifying 
sameness of Gulf society. 

"1 wanted something differ- 
ent from the religious upbring- 
ing and llse routine lili*. I want- 
ed to get away from the world 
my family put me in." the 
patient said at the government 
drug ward in a derelict one- 
storey building. Now 27. he 
has been in and our of the 
addiction ward seven tints;. 

Brig. Abdullah Fan.-', the 
Interior Ministry's head of 
criminal investigations, 
blamed the growing drug 
problem on indulgent parents. 

“Family negligence is the 
cause." he said “.All a father 
cares about is to see his son 


laughing and he gives him 
money.” 

But Brig. Fares also main- 
tained that Iraq encouraged the 
spread of drugs during its 
seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait in 1991. He said nar- 
cotics smuggling has signifi- 
cantly increased since there 

“We used to seize two kilos 
of hashish a month, five at the 
most, and about half a kilo ( I 
pound) of heroin.” he told the 
Associated Press. “In the last 
three years, we have been seiz- 
ing around 50 kilos of hashish, 
and fiv e to six kilos of heroin 
'a month j." 

Officials refuse to discuss 
fully how and from where 
drugs and alcohol — also ille- 
gal under Kuwait's Islamic 
^riefures — get into the coun- 
uy. Nc.vspaper accounts say 
nrx drugs come from Asia 
and the smuggling is both by 
air and sea. 


Defence lawyer says 
spy trial 


Cairo Israeli 


is 




EGYPT (AP) — The trial 
of an Israeli accused of spy- 
ing on Egypt is motivated 
by politics more than crim- 
inal justice, the Israeli 
defendant's lawyer said 
Saturday. 

“This case is about stop- 
ping the normalisation 
process with Israel," said 
Fareed Deeb, the lawyer for 
Azam Azam. Tt (normali- 
sation) has moved forward 
even as Israel's stance 
toward peace was harden- 
ing." 

“Now we (Egypt) want 

to halt this process," said 
Mr. Deeb. 

Now in its sixth session, 
the case comes as peace 
talks between Israel and the 
Ealestinians have broken 
down, and many Egyptians 
and other Arabs have urged 
tfjat Arab governments halt 
the process of normalising 
relations with Israel. 

Egypt, which made peace 
with Israel in 1979, has 
been mediating between 
Israel and other Arabs and 
has repeatedly accused the 
government oflsraeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu of violating its 
accords with die Palestini- 
ans. 

Mr. Deeb argued that Mr. 
Netanyahu's hardline 
stance toward peace was 


the main reason behind 
attempts to slowdown nor- 
malising ties with Israel. 

He turned to EH Levi 
Israel’s consul-general to 
Egypt who was in the court- 
room, pointedly saying, 
“and with a representative 
of the government here, I 
hope that this message will 
be conveyed." 

Azam, 35, who was work- 
ing in a textile factory out- 
side Cairo at the time of his 
arrest last November, lis- 
tened passively as his 
lawyer presented his case. 

Mr. Deeb, while never 
directly accusing the 
Egyptian government of 
interfering in the case, 
repeatedly sought to cast 
doubt on the motives 
behind die trial. 

“Is this a case about spy- 
ing, or is it a story about 
something else,” he asked 
the panel of three judges 
presiding over the morning 
hearing in a state security 
court. 

“There are too many 
questions unanswered, too 
many contradictions in the 
statements and reports 
issued by the prosecutors,” 
he added. 

Mr. Deeb, who has been 
condemned by other attor- 
neys for taking Azam's case 
without consulting the 


Egyptian Lawyers' Federa- 
tion, also noted that his 
client is an Israeli Arab, a 
member of the Druze sect 
that is an offshoot-of Islam. 

“When land was formed 
in 1948, it was the Druze 
who had held onto their 
land," he stated. “And, over 
die years,- they have been 
the most powerful opposi- 
tion force targeted at Israeli 
authority. Azam is one of 
these men." 

Azam, charged with aid- 
ing and abetting espionage 
and criminal complicity, is 
being tried along with 
Em ad Abdul Hamid Ismail, 
a 25-year-old Egyptian 
accused of spying for 
Israel. Two female defen- 
dants — allegedly Israeli 
agents — are being tried in 
absentia. 

^*The women are alleged to 
have recruited Ismail by 
sleeping with him when he 
visited Israel. Azam then 
provided him with women’s 
underwear soaked in invisi- 
ble ink to be used in send- 
ing secret messages. 

Mr. Deeb said this sce- 
nario for the spy case — 
which was provided by the 
prosecution, supposedly 
from statements by the 
Egyptian defendant Em ad 
Ismail - was “impossible.” 

He also questioned why it 


took several days for Ismail 
to be arrested after be sup- 
posedly told authorities his 
story. 

“If Emad came forward 
with this information on 19 
October, then why did the 
authorities wait until 23 
October to act upon it,” he 
queried. “And what did 
drey do with Emad in those 
few days — was he sent 
home or placed under 
arrest?" 

These and other questions 
have not been addressed in 
this case, said Mr. Deeb, 
adding that instead the 
court chose to accept the 
prosecution's statements 
without question. 

Speaking before a court 
packed with state security 
officers, as well as mem- 
bers of Azam’s family, Mr. 
Deeb also protested the 
introduction of a new 
charge of criminal complic- 
ity against his client after 
the case began. 

“What most be kept in 
mind is that the court is the 
only authority empowered 
to rule on this case,” he 
said, again implying that 
the Egyptian government 
was interfering. 

The trial is to continue 
Sunday. 


Moroccan PM on way to ILK. 
for Western Sahara discussions 


RABAT (AFP) — Moroc- 
can Prime Minister Abdul 
Latif Ftiali will go to Lon- 
don Saturday for weekend 
talks with the Folisario 
Front to end the 23-year 
dispute over Western 
Sahara, the Foreign Min- 
istry said Friday. 

The talks are described in 
Rabat as “private contacts” 
based on a peace plan pul 
forward by U.N. special 
envoy. James Baker, a for- 
mer U.S. Secretary of State. 

Travelling with Mr. Filali 


will be Morocco’s ambas- 
sador to the United 
Nations, Ahmad SqoussL 
and General Abdul Aziz 
Bennani, commander of 
Moroccan forces in West- 
ern Sahara. 

A U.N. spokesman in 
London said the talks — 
.the. third so iar. this year, , 
and winding; up Sunday — 

. focus on putting into effect 
a 1991 U.N. blueprint for 
peace, with modifications if 
both sides agree. 

Previous talks took place . 


in London in April and Lis- 
bon in June. 

Algeria and Mauritania 
have observer status in the 
peace process, which has 
faltered over a dispute 
between Morocco and 
Polisario over who can vote 
in a referendum on inde- 
peqdence .j^n the ...jformer 
Sparush, colony. 

A UJ^.-monitored cease^ 
fire has held in the mineial’- 
rich, sparsely populated 
desert territory since Sep- 
tember 1991. 


Syrian press attacks Netanyahu 
for ‘distorting history’ over Golan 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria’s official press 
accused Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
Saturday of distorting his- 
tory by pledging during a 
visit to the occupied Golan 
Heights that the future of 
the strategic plateau lies 
with Israel. 

“Since the creation of 
Israel, none of its leaders 
has falsified history in the 
way Netanyahu has today. 
We haven't heard such lies 
for 50 years and no Israeli 
leader considers the Golan 
an integral part of Israel. 
Only Mr. Netanyahu dis- 
torts history and deceives 
the world.” said the gov- 
ernment newspaper 

Tishrin. 

Mr. Netanyahu made his 
comments Thursday dur- 


ing his first visit to the 
Golan Heights since taking 
office in June last year for 
celebrations marking the 
30th anniversary of Israel’s 
occupation of the strategic 
plateau. 

“The Golan is being 
developed non-stop and it 
is our intention to continue 
on that path,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. “The des- 
tiny of this land cannot be 
disassociated with that of 
IsraeL" 

Around 16.000 Jewish 
settlers live on the Golan, 
which Israel captured in 
the 1967 Arab-Israeti war 
and annexed in 1981, as 
well as a similar number of 
Syrian Druze. 

“Netanyahu’s lie doesn't 
fool anyone but proves 
once again this man's hos- 


tility towards peace and his 
desire to raise tension in 
the Middle East and pro- 
voke Syria by any means,” 
Tishrin added. 

“The Golan has been 
Syrian since the dawn of 
time and it will, stay that 
way whether, the Zionists 
like it or not,” the paper 
added. 

Peace talks between 

Syria and Israel have been 
on ice since February last 
year but Tishrin said Dam- 
ascus is willing to resume 
negotiations “according to 
the principle of an 

exchange of land for peace 
and a total Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan up 
to the June 4, 1967 line.” 


Iraq should 
give Iran oil 
toward War 
reparations 
— Iran 


TEHRAN (AP) — Iraq 
should give Iran one millio n 
barrels of oil a. day toward 
repar^tiOTS far fcr I9ST8S 
^war; ah dffiri^Irainatf &ws- 
7paper smd Siiutday. 

' nan says it suffered $97.2 
billion in damag e d uring the 
war The United Nations says 
Iraq 'started the conflict, 
which killed an estimated one 
million people on both sides. 

Iraq shook! allow ‘Tran to 
pick a million barrels of oil 
per day until its economic sit- 
uation improves and cash 
reparations are possible,” the 
Iran daily newspaper said in 
an editorial. 

Iraq has never been forced 
to pay war damages to Iran 
because the two never signed 
a formal peace treaty after a 
U.N.-brokered cease-fire 
ended die c onfli ct in August 
1988. A million bands of oil 
would be worth about $18 
million at today’s price. 

Under a U.N. oil-for-food 
plan Iraq can sell $1 billion in 
oil every 90 days to buy food 
and medicine. Iraq has been 
banned from unlimited oil 
sales since its forces invaded 
Kuwait’ in 1990. ban is the 
second-largest ofl producer 
inside the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC). It has an OPEC 
quota of 3.6 million barrels a 
day. 
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CHURCHE S 

Sl Man nf Naaurth Church 
5« util'll! Tel . S 1 0741 1 
Assemblies of Cnd Church Tel. 

6 .; 

SL Joseph Church ToL 624300 
Church nf the Annunication 

Tel. *57-140. 

De hi Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancla Church Tel. 6 2236ft 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 


Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
7-1551. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. - 0261 . _ 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. : / 1 75 i . 
Amman International Church 

Tel. 5516245 

radical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
CnnmvEUtiim Tel. *4545” 

The Laltcr-Dav Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarvnc Tel. 
6756V 1. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. J 5 1 1 295 

English-Speaking 

l4itin Catholics Parish Tel. 

6l4!9(i. 

WEATHER 

Hulk tin supplied Av the Depart- 
ment t •t'Metii iruiiixy 
Temperatures arc expected to ri -e 
bxLj; and tomorrow becoming 
ahme as;nige b> 3J degrees 
centigrade jn-J winds northwester- 
ly moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
hoi and dusty, winds northerly 
moderate fei active, and seas calm. 

MinAIux. temp. 


Amman 2CV55 

Aqaba — 2“ ; 4i 

Deserts ?o .'59 

Jordan Valley 2S--1 

Yesterday s high temperatures: 
.Amman 31. Aq.ihi 3? Humidity 
residing-. .-Amnrjn 55 per cent. 
Aqatu 33 per cenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhks Hahrsch 55!v2Iii' 

Dr. Ruhi Sokkar S56457 

Dr. Fad! A! Khatih S65456 

Dr. Yousef VI Fuqrh 79»)iQ4 

Fires pliermeey p6!v!2 

FerdcAs phanaecv _..7T 

A! Ascma phcnnr.cy 637055 

Nair./uk!s ph;irai,ie> 623672 

A! Salem phanri;.ey 63h"50 

Yacroib pharmacy .<44945 

Shmeisji’j rho.'Tnacy 637660 

Najib phanruev .._ _S4“6?2 

JRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 2SI4&9 

A! Quds preimaev r — 1 

ZAKQA: 


Dr. FahdJaber .984549 

Khaliieh pharmacy ..... 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

FtvJ Control Centre 63711 1 

Cr. 3 Drferce Dtparanm 661 1 1 1 

Chi! Defence Immediate Rescue 

- -....630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

RrscieFpfie: — 1^621111,637777 

roe Brigade - 617101 

Blood Bank 775 121 

Highway Police -843402 

Traffic Police. 896390 

Puhlsc Security Dept 63032 1 

Hi-iel Cnmpksab 605800 

Price Complaints. _.66l 176 

Wier & Sewvrjpe Constants —897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

78? 1 1 1 

Telephone l [dermal ion 1 directory 

assistance 1 121 

Omsis Calls 010250 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Repaid .623101 

AhddiTel. Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television ... 77.31 1 1 

Radio Jordan - 774] 1 1 

Water Authority ,....6&)I00 

J. Electricity Authority -...815615 

Electric Pcwer Cu 636381 

RJ Right Inlumuiiun ..08-53200 
Queen Alia !n:l. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hus-ein Mafcal Cam- Sl 38 13/32 

Khalidi Maternity... 61428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity. .642441/2 

JahJ Ammon Maternity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani -.60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital - .669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital —.667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali —66612^37 

Al-Ahli, AbdaD 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

AFBashir. _.._7751 1 1/26 

Army. Maifca 89161 1/15 

Queen .Alia Hospital ...60224<y50 

Ama! Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Hean and 

Special Surgerv - .865199 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt Hospital 

.<09)983323 

Zanp National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

A1 Hiknu Modem Hospital 
..-..<09)990990 

iRBlt): 

Princess Basina Hospital 


Greek 

„ (02)275555 

Catholic Hospital 

Ibn AJ 

Nafees Hospital 
(fr?)7a7rm 

AQABA: 

Princess 

r03)314111 

Hava Hospital 

FOR THE TRAVEI J JRR 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This informatk<n is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian \RJ ) information 

department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Aujavi TeL <08)53200-5. 
niienr it should always be verified 
Information m other flights tan be 
supplied on phone OS (52700/ 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJj Flights 

«fc3U Jeddah (RJ) 

10:05 Bombay (RJ) 

10e05 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

10:15 i.Lamaca (RJ) 

10--20 —Dubai, Abu DhaM(RJ) 

10^5 . .-Beirut (RJ) 

10:45 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

17:05 Amstenfam. Brussels (RJ) 
17?40 New York. Amsterdam 


(RJ) ' 

18^5 London (RJ) 

18:50 ! London' (RJ) 

1^05 — ; — Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

19:10 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

19:10 Athens (RJ) 

20:10 Oiicago. Detroit, Amster- 
dam (RJ) 

20:20 .Uteris (RJ) 

2(h30 Frankfurt (RJ) 


l(k25 ; 

I2rtW 

ftankftm(RJ) 

.Tunic H? T\ 

12:15 Ankara, Istanbul (RJ) 

IMS VrnimfBfl 

12l30 

Rnmr (7?TS 

12:40 Amsterdam. New York (RJj 

13:20 Attipfn iDri 

13^5 

- 

T ^nrfnn (RJ) 

21 d)0 

New Delhi (RJ) 

2kl0 

— Cairo (Rj) 


20:40 

70-40 

Vienna (RJ) 

00:45 





Other FB^it5 
19 -Aa 



13:35 — 

tq-Tia 

Ml j}ah&iin(GF) 

21 -if) 


21l35 


23^0 

(Kh59 

.—JstanbuUTK) 
_'.l— Cairo (MS) 

02J5 

07 JO 

.....-London(BA) 

iff -36 _ _ 

TfelAvivW.Y) 

DEPASTURES 

Royal Jordanfan^RJ) FBghls 
06.-00 .... .. .Madrid (RJ! 

06s45. - 

_. — Beimr (RJ) 


21^5 .... Jeddah (RJ) 

2L40 — — — Damascus (RJ) 1 
— Abu Dhobi, Dubai (RJ) i 
22 OS — Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) j 

22:40 Bangkrdt (RJ) 

23^0 Beirut (RJ) I 

.01^0. Abu Dhabi, Jakarta (RJ) [ 
_02tf0 Sanaa (RJ); 


Other Flirts 
07ri» _____ 

07:55 

I3d» 

13*J0 __ 

14:25 _ 

16-35 .JL 
2225 


-Beirut (ME) | 


-Lontton (BA) \ 

-Sanaa (IY) 


-—-Jeddah (SV) : 
-Doha (GF) 1 


— Moscow (SU) 
Cairo (MS) 


00--45 _ — —Amsterdam (KL) 

02.-00 _ — Cairo (MS) 

07KJ0 

07^5 

08:15 


-Beirut (ME) ! 
-London (BA) I 


-Tel Aviv (LY) 
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Queen opens 17th Arab 
Children’s Congress 
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AMMAN (JT.) — Delegations from 13. 
countries arc participating in the 17th annu- 
al .Arab Children's Congress (ACC), inau* 
gunned Saturday by Her Majesry Queen 
Noor ar the Roman Amphitheatre in 
Amman, a Royal Court statement said. 

The opening ceremony included a musi- 
cal play entitled "A1 Sawsana,” folkioric 
music by the Jordan Armed Forces band 
and the ACC song “Watanon Wahed,” sung 
by rbe participating children. 

AJ Sawsana won a silver medal in Egypt’s 
Festival of Arab Television and Radio Pro- 
duction, according to the statement. 

The 10-day conference, entitled “Chal- 
lenges and Ambitions of Future Arab Gen- 
erations." features a diverse programme of 
activities which includes brainstorming 
sessions with specialists on the role of 
media in promoting Arab culture and cross- 
cultural understanding as well as visits to 
Jordan’s archaeological and cultural sites!, 
the statement said. 

There will also be an “Arab Night” func- 
tion where participants will present their 
countries’ folkioric dances as well as a 
scries of drama and art workshops on the 
congress' theme to culminate in a play per- 
formed by the children at the closing cere- 
mony 

The congress, according to Director Lina 
A! Tal Batayneh, is a "true pan- Arab event 
in which children from throughout the Arab 
World are participating, regardless of the 
differences in their countries’ gross nation- 


al product and standards of living." 

She announced that the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) received distinction for 
its projects and activities which serve the 
well-being of the Arab chifd. 

The award was announced during the cel- 
ebration of the Higher Arab Council in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

The Arab Children's Congress was initi- 
ated by the Queen following the 1980 Arab 
Summit Conference in Amman, according 
to ihe statement. 

It is to unite children from throughout the 
Arab World in a programme specifically 
designed to promote understanding. Toler- 
ance and solidarity. 

During rwo weeks of visiting, learning 
and cultural interaction in Jordan, these 
Arab children are encouraged to more fully 
appreciate contemporary regional and glob- 
al challenges facing the Arab nation as well 
as the ancient historical and cultural bonds 
shared by Arabs. 

The Queen, who was accompanied by 
Senator Leila Sharaf, was received by the 
prime minister’s wife Mrs. Jamie Majali, 
Minister of Higher Education Munther 
Mosri, Minister of Social Development Dr. 
Mohammed Mamser, Advisor to the Queen 
In' am Mufti, Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) Executive Director Yaser El Tal amJ 
members of the NHF Executive Commit- 
tee. 


Cabinet endorses ‘shopping month’ 


AMMAN (Petra l — Upon the recommen- 
dation of Minister of Tourism and Antiqui- 
ties Afccf Biitaji. the Cabinet Saturday 
approved the organisation of a ’shopping 
month’ in Jordan. 

The event will coincide with the 1998 
Jerash Festival for Culture and Art. 

According to a statement, issued by the 
Cabinet subsequent to the meeting, a 
national task force will group prominent 
individuals from the private sector to over- 
see the arrangement. 

The shopping month is expected to follow 
the Lebanese model in which commodity 
prices were reduced by 50 per cent to 
attract both local buyers and tourists. 

Minister of Labour Saleh Khasawneh 
reported to the Cabinet on his talks with 
Egyptian officials on labour-related issues 
as well as the employment of Egyptian 
workers. in the Kingdom. 

The group also covered procedures for 
issuing work permits to guest workers. 

According to Dr. Khasawneh, in the last 
four months his ministry issued 125.000 
work permits to guest workers most of 
whom are Egyptian nationals. 


The minister announced that he will soon 
hall the process of issuing permits as, he 
said, the local labour market is in no more 
need of guest workers. 

The Cabinet also ratified decisions taken 
by the Joint JonJanian-Egyptian Higher 
Committee meeting in Cairo earlier this 
month. 

These dealt with agreements in economic, 
trade, tourist and energy fields. 

Minister of Justice Riyad Shakaa detailed 
the recent visit to Jordan by the crown 
prince of Dubai, Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Rashed Al Maktoum. 

Dubai and Jordan will exchange expertise 
in judicial affairs, he confirmed. 

The Cabinet also formed the Jordanian 
delegation ro the U.N. General Assembly’s 
52nd meeting, due to open in New York on 
September 16. The delegation will be led by 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Fayez 
Tarawneh. 

The Cabinet approved government 
department plans and programmes for 1997. 

These will require an endorsement by 
Royal Decree before actual implementa- 
tion. 


Traffic surveillance to be increased 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In order 
to lessen the number of road 
accidents and violations in 
Jordan, traffic surveillance 
on all roads will be 
increased. Director of the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) Nasouh Muhieddin 
announced Saturday 
According to a PSD state- 
ment, throughout the King- 
dom, police officers, holding 
the rank of captain and 
above, will be authorised to 
monitor traffic and take 
appropriate measures against 
violators. 


Each office can issue fines 
at tie time of violation, and 
officers who are off duty can 
report the licence plate num- 
ber erf any offending vehicle 
to the Traffic Department 

Last April, the Traffic 
Department reported that in 
1996, a total erf 33,784 road 
accidents were recoded in 
Jordan. 

These woe responsible for 
the deaths of 552 people and 
the injury of 15.375 others. 
The figures demonstrated a 
16.6 per cent increase in road 
accidents over those of the 


previous year. 

The Traffic Department 
also reported Saturday that 
751 road accidents occurred 
in Jordan during the second 
week of July, resulting in the 
death of 20 persons and the 
injury of 40 others. 

According to the de-part- 
mem, 560 of these accidents 
involved vehicle collisions, a 
figure which corresponds to 
74.9 per cent of the total 
number. 

Sixty one per cent of these 
accidents were re-ported to 
have occurred in Amman. 


Indian delegation to participate in 
chemical company inauguration 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-member dele- 
gation, led by Indian Minister of Chemi- 
cals and Fertilizers M. Arunachalam, will 
be visiting the Kingdom at the invitation of 
the Jordanian government to participate in 
the inauguration of the Lndo-Jordan Chem- 
ical Company Ltd. at Eshidiya, according 
to an embassy of India statement. 

HRH Crown Prince Hassan will open the 
project on July 21, the statement said. 

During the visit, the Indian delegation 
will call on His Majesty King Hussein. 
Crown Prince Hassan, and Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali. 

A meeting is also scheduled with Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade Hani Mulki to 
discuss prospects for further strengthening 
trade ties, the statement said. 


The execution of the Indo-Jordan Chem- 
ical Company marks the successful imple- 
mentation of the joint venture agreement 
between Indian private sector company 
M/S Southern Petrochemicals Industries 
Corporation Ltd. (SP1C). the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company (JPMC) and the 
Riyadh-based Arab Investment Company 
(AJQ. 

The entire phosphoric acid production, 
totalling 224,000 tonnes per annum, will 
be exported to India under an eleven-year 
buy back agreement. 

The $170 million project is the largest 
joint venture project in Jordan as it is the 
biggest Indian joint venture abroad. 



Relatives of Jordanian soldier Ahmed Dakamseh, convicted of the manslaughter of seven Israeli schoolgirls in March, shout anti-Israeli slogans 
outside the military court in Amman July 19. The court sentenced Mr. Dakamseh to life imprisonment with hard labour (Reuters Photo) 


Premier to visit self-rule areas 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 

Majali is scheduled ro visit 
the Palestinian self-rule 
ureas today for a meeting 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and senior 
assistants in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 
Minister of Slate for Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir 

Mutawi announced Satur- 
day. 

Dr. Majali told AFP Sat- 
urday that he would make 
a brief visit to the town of 
Ramallah to meet the 
Palestinian leader. 

Their talks are aimed at 
“strengthening Jordanian- 
PaJesiinian relations and 
continuing consultations 
on the latest developments 
in the Israeli- Palestinian 
negotiations.” which have 
been frozen since mid- 
March. the premier staled. 

Dr. Majali said he would 
not propose any particular 
Jordanian initiative to 
unblock the talks, saying 
his government supports 
an Egyptian mediation bid. 
according to AFP. 

The two sides are expect- 
ed to sign an agreement 
regarding health coopera- 
tion, treatment of Palestin- 
ian patients in Jordan and 
primary health care. 

The premier will be 


accompanied on his visit 
by Minister of Health and 
Medical Care Ahsruf Kurdi 
and Minister of Industry' 
and Trade Hani Mulki. 
according to Dr. Mutawi. 

Dr. Majali Saturday met 
with visiting Syrian Minis- 
ter of Industry Ahmad 
Nizamuddin to discuss 
ways of stimulating eco- 
nomic and rrade relations 
between Syria and Jordan 
while increasing the vol- 
ume of trade exchanged 
between the two countries. 

Jurdanian -Syrian rela- 
tions are based on mutual 
respect and Jordan is eager 
to bolster ties between the 
two countries, the prime 
minister stated. 

Preparations must be ini- 
tiated in oitier to convene a 
Jordanian -Syrian Higher 

Committee meeting" as 
soon as possible, he added. 

Earlier Saturday. Dr. 
Mulki and his Syrian coun- 
terpart co- chaired the gen- 
eral assembly meeting of 
the Jordan-Syria Industry 
Company and approved of 
its closing accounts for the 
1995-1996 fiscal year. 

According to documents 
studied in the meeting, the 
company’s revenues stood 
at JD 940,000 in 1995 and 
JD 697.000 in 1996 

At the meeting, Dr. 


Mulki described the joint 
company as having proved 
itself to be a successful 
example of inter-Arab 
cooperation. 

The company has been 
producing white cement in 
Jordan and carpeting in 
Syria. 

Mr. Nizamuddin 

affirmed that the two coun- 
tries are currently intro- 
ducing new production 
lines Tn the two firms and 
are conducting feasibility 
studies on potential prod- 
ucts. 

The joint company 
serves as a symbol of inter- 
Arab cooperation at a rime 
in which the Arab World is 
seeking to establish a com- 
mon market, he added. 

Subsequent to the meet- 
ing. Dr. Mulki announced 
that the Syrian government 
has decided to exempt 
imports of white cement 
from ail customs duties. 

The minister confirmed 
that he had received a tele- 
phone call front the Syrian 
Minister of Economy and 
Foreign Trade Mohammad 
Imadi. informing him of 
the Syrian government’s 
decision. 

The mandate is effective 
immediately, he added. 

Syria used to levy a tax 
of $1 1 on each tonne of 


white cement imported 
from Jordan. 

Last year, Syria imported 
2U.OOO tonnes of white 
cement from Jordan, 
according to Dr. Mulki. 

The Jordanian-Syrian 
higher committee previ- 
ously passed a decision 
stipulating that Syria 
import up to 60.000 tonnes 
of white cement from Jor- 
dan, however, customs 
used to restrict imports, he 
explained. 

The current Syrian reso- 
lution will increase Jor- 
dan’s white cement exports 
to Syria and help adjust the 
balance of trade which cur- 
rently favours the latter. 

Upon his welcome to the 
Syrian minister. who 
arrived in Amman Friday, 
Dr. Mulki affirmed that 
Jordan will maintain coor- 
dination with Syria and 
work for the creation of an 
Arab common market as 
well. 

The two countries are 
eager to promote the com- 
mon market to enable the 
Arab World to meet the 
challenges of the 21st cen- 
tury as well as competition 
between global economic 
blocs, he added. 


PNA asks U.S. to restate commitment to peace 


(Continued Cron page 1) 
place at a meeting in Wash- 
ington last Thursday and 
the Palestinian leadership is 
awaiting the U.S. to take 
the next step. “We told 
them Ithe Americans] what 
we have and now we are 
waiting for an action," 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLO) representa- 
tive Hassan Abdul Rahman, 
who attended the talks 
between Palestinian chief 
negotiator Saeb Erekat and 
Mr. Ross, told the Jordan 
Times. 

According to Mr. Abdul 
Rahman, the Palestinians 
told the U.S. that the situa- 
tion no longer tolerates ihe 
continuing American disen- 
gagement from the process. 
The Palestinian delegation 
told the American Slate 
Department that ihere are 
two steps that the U.S. 
could take to stop the cur- 
rent deterioration. First, 
that the U.S. reiterate its 
commitment to the princi- 
ples of ihe peace process 
and . .rn emphasise rhe 


importance of implement- 
ing the agreements by all 
sides. The second is an 
American diplomatic action 
to restore hope in the 
process. 

“We have asked for a ces- 
sation of the Israeli settle- 
ments as a prerequisite for 
the resumption of negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Abdul Rahman 
said. In previous talks with 
the Americans, the Pales- 
tinians used to demand an 
Israeli commitment to halt 
all settlement activities and 
all unilateral steps that 
could alter facts on the 
ground. Thus a demand for 
a cessation of building in 
Jubal Abu Ghneim is effec- 
tively a step back from the 
previous Palestinian posi- 
tion. 

The shift in the Palestin- 
ian position reflects mount- 
ing American pressure on 
the Palestinians and con- 
cerns that the prevailing 
tensions and paralysis in 
the peace process will lead 
to an uncontrollable emp- 
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PNA charges three guards with terror, collaboration 


(Continued from page 1) 

ty forces ” 

But precise details of 
their crimes were only 
given in secret during a 
dosed part of Saturday’s 
session. The court was to 
continue Wednesday. 

Palestinian security sour- 
ces said the three Force 17 
members, Fawzi Sawal- 
heh, Khaldun Uthamneh, 
and Taher Jamlan, along 
with Nasser Hamadneh, a 


construction worker, were 
acting under orders by 
Israeli intelligence in a bid 
tk to wreck the reputation of 
Palestinian police ” 

The gang, wearing masks 
and carrying M16 auto- 
matic rifles, stopped sever- 
al Palestinians north of 
Nablus in their cars or 
fields and then tortured 
them, the sources said. 

At times, they told their 
victims they belonged to 
the Islamist Hamas, while 


other times they said they 
were members of the 
Palestinian seif-rule secu- 
rity forces, the sources 
charged. 

“They have confessed 
that they committed their 
crimes under orders from 
Shin Bet [Israel's internal 
intelligence service].* 1 
Colonel Jihad Misaimi, 
head of criminal investiga- 
tions for Nablus police, 
said earlier this week. 

Col. Misaimi is sought 


by Israel for allegedly 
ordering attacks against 
Jewish settlers in the 
northern West Bank, after 
it last week arrested three 
policemen under his com- 
mand. 

The Israeli army said the 
three policemen were on 
their way to committing an 
attack against the settle- 
ment of Har Braha, south 
of Nablus. They have 
arrested a fourth police 
officer from the town of 


Tulkarem in connection 
with the case. 

But Col. Misaimi said 
the arrests and the accusa- 
tions against him were “in 
revenge” for his forces’ 
arrest of the gang allegedly 
run by Israel. 

Israel has also accused 
the head of Palestinian 
Police, Ghazi Jibali, of 
involvement in the attacks 
and has demanded Mr. 
Arafat rein in his security 
forces. 


Gaza 

iave cautioned that 
the current situation will 
lead to either an erosion or 
an explosion... therefore the 
U.S. has to re-engage in the 
process.” said Mr. Abdul 
Rahman. 

But from the official 
American viewpoint, a hall 
of “violence” is a must for 
the revival of the process. 

“Violence is not the 
answer regardless of any 
justifications,** said a well- 
placed administration offi- 
cial who spoke to die Jor- 
dan Times on condition of 
anonymity. 

“Violence is not going to 
get anybody anywhere. We 
believe that the negotiating 
table is the most appropri- 
ate place for achieving this 
goal [the revival of the 
peace process]." he said. 

He was also referring to 
the outburst of Palestinian 
protests against an anti- 
Muslim poster distributed 
by Jewish settlers in 
Hebron earlier this month. 

Asked if the U.S. was 
ready to take new steps to 
halt Israeli settlement activ- 
ities. the official said that 
only the resumption of talks 
between the Palestinians 
and the Israelis could solve 
the issue. 

“Talks proved to be useful 
in the past.” he said refer- 
ring to the former Israeli 
Labour government. The 
American administration 
said that the resumption of 
negotiations could change 
the dynamic path of the 
peace process and enable 
its efforts to talk the Israeli 
government into a cessation 
of secernent building. 

The .former Labour gov- 


ernment did not start new 
settlements but was actively 
engaged in expanding exist- 
ing ones. But the US. 
believes that expanding set- 
tlements' infrastructure is 
not like launching new 
ones. "We succeeded in re- 
orienting the former gov- 
ernment concerning settle- 
ments," the official said. 

Palestinians argue that the 
administration has not done 
enough to stop the Likud 
government from halting 
construction of new settle- 
ments and that a ‘re-orien- 
tation" is not sufficient 
without a clear American 
position on this issue. 

Last week, the U.S. voted 
against a United Nations 
resolution calling on for- 
eign governments and 
organisations not to fund 
activities related to settle- 
ments-buiiding. The U.S. 
has systematically voted 
against or vetoed all U.N. 
resolutions of both the Gen- 
eral Assembly or the Secu- 
rity Council attempting to 
halt Israeli annexation of 
east Jerusalem and settle- 
ment-building thus easing 
the pressure, in the Pales- 
tinian view, on the Likud 
government. 

But the American official 
said that the U.S. is 
opposed to substituting 
bilateral negotiations with 
U.N. resolutions. “It is nor 
the appropriate place for 
solving disputes between 
the Palestinians and the 
Israelis. These resolutions 
lead nowhere” he said 
implying that the U.S. will 
continue to resist Paleslin- 
i an -Arab campaigns to step 
up international pressure 
against Israel. 


Conference 
to discuss 
Islamic 
solutions 


.AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Royal Academy for Islamic 
Civilisation Research <Al 
al Bait Foundation) will 
Tuesday open its 1 1th con- 
ference under the theme 
"Islam and present day 
social problems" at the 
Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC). 

Al al Bail Foundation 
President Nassereddin 
Assad Saturday stated that 
the four-day meeting, to 
continue at the Regency 
Palace Hotel, will be held 
under the patronage of His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

The conference will 
focus on addressing prob- 
lems and challenges facing 
society in a way consistent 
with Islam and also aims at 
further cooperation among 
Muslim thinkers, he added. 

Eighteen research papers 
will be reviewed by 75 del- 
egates from 29 countries, 
according to Dr. Assad 

These will tackle issues 
facing Muslim immigrant 
families in Europe and the 
United Slates, Islamic ped- 
agogy, the effect of the 
media on children, refugee 
issues, children's rights, 
juvenile delinquency and 
foreseeable challenges of 
21st century. 

Al al Bait Foundation's 
meetings are held biennial- 
ly and attended by founda- 
tion members as well as 
scholars and experts on 
Islam and issues facing the 
Islamic world. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

LECTURES 

*“The Concerns of Journal- 
ism and Journalists in the 
Arab World" by Dr. Awatif 
Abdul Rahman at Abdul 
Hameed Shaman Founda- 
tion. Jabal Amman at 6:30 
pm 

*“Wadi Fidan Archaeologi- 
cal Project” by Tom Levy 
and Russell Adams at the 
Friends of Archaeology 
Center (Tel. 846-117) at 
7:00 pjn. 

*Gaiden ■ Plants That Can 
Stand Drought" by Subhi 
Fobznawi at the Jordan Envi- 
ronment Society, Shmdsapi 
at 5:00 part (Tel. 699844). 
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Cambodia’s Hun Sen turns 


down ASEAN mediation 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodian Second Prime- 
Minister Hun Sen Saturday 
turned down an ASEAN 
offer to mediate in his dis- 
pute with rivaJ First Prime 
Minister Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh. 

Indonesian Foreign Mi- 
nister Ali Alatas told repor- 
ter* that Mr. Hun Sen’s op- 
position meant the ASEAN 
mission to the warring 
Cambodian parries was fin- 
ished. 

He appealed for an end to 
armed hostilities and all 
other violence in Cambodia 
and expressed the hope that 
general elections set for 
May 1998 would go ahead 
as scheduled. 

“At our meeting with Hun 
Sen. we were given quite a 
clear indication that His 
Excellency Hun Sen be- 
lieves that ASEAN at this 
stage should not contribute 
to Finding a solution and 
that they feel that they 
themselves would find a so- 
lution in accordance with 
the constitution and other 
relevant laws,” Mr. Alatas 
said. 

“If these efforts were not 
to yield results, then they 
would ask for intervention 
of his majesty the king as 
head of state. 

“ASEAN will only assist 
in trying to contribute if all 
sides want that. This is why 


as of this moment, our ef- 
forts stop and we will return 
and report to the ASEAN 
foreign ministers.*’ Mr. 
Alatas said. 

Phnom Penh was the last 
stop for the ASEAN team 
— which also included Fo- 
reign Ministers Prachuab 
Chaiyasam of Thailand and 
Domingo Siazon of the Phi- 
lippines — in a bid to help 
end the turmoil gripping 
Cambodia. 

The Association of South 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) decided at a spe- 
cial meeting last week to 
postpone Cambodia’s entry 
following street fighting 
between supporters of the 
rival premiers in Phnom 
Penh July 5-6. 

Prince Ranariddh, who 
was abroad at the time, was 
effectively ousted when Mr. 
Hun Sen’s Cambodian 
People’s Party (CPP.) forces 
overwhelmed the Prince's 
royalist FUNCENPEC 
troops. 

The meeting sent the three 
foreign ministers on a round 
of consultations in which 
they obtained the agreement 
of King Norodom Sihanouk 
and of Prince Ranariddh for 
ASEAN mediation. 

“It’s clear that with the 
end of our mission at this 
stage we cannot predict 
what the next steps are for 
ASEAN to take.” Mr. Alatas 


said. 

“We have tried to fulfill 
our mission as best and as 
fast as we can and now it is 
up to the ASEAN foreign 
ministers and ultimately the 
ASEAN member govern- 
ments to decide,” he added. 

He declined to speculate 
on what action ASEAN 
might take. 

ASEAN currently groups 
Brunei. Indonesia, Malay- 
sia. the Philippines, Singa- 
pore. Thailand and Viet- 
nam. Burma and Laos are to 
be admitted next week as 
scheduled; despite the post- 
ponement of Cambodia’s 
entry. 

Meanwhile, Troops under 
Mr. Hun Sen have moved 
into the northern town of 
Samrong, the last town held 
by royalist forces loyal to 
the country's ousted first 
prime minister, officials 
said Saturday. 

The troops arrived peace- 
fully and negotiations with 
royalist forces were under 
way in the town, near the 
border with Thailand, the 
government officials said. 

“We don’t occupy it com- 
pletely. Up to now we are 
negotiating with them to 
hand over their weapons," 
secretary of state for infor- 
mation. Khieu Kanharith, 
told Reuters. 

“I can confirm that our 
men are there and they got 


there without fighting.” he 
said. 

Defence Ministry spokes- 
man Chum Sambath said 
talks were underway with 
the royalist forces' main 
commander in the area. 
General Khaim Savoeun. 

“The government has a 
policy to appeal to our 
brothers to come back.” he 
said. 

Mr. Hun Sen’s forces and 
those loyal to Prince Rana- 
riddh began fighting in nor- 
thern Cambodia near the 
town of Siem Reap, home to 
the Angkor Wat Temple 
complex, soon after but the 
royalist forces were swiftly 
pushed back towards Sam- 
rong. 

In several other areas of 
the country, Mr. Hun Sen's 
forces and royalist troops 
negotiated local ceasefire 
deals. 

A senior member of Mr. 
Ranariddh’s FUNCINPEC 
party said in Bangkok Fri- 
day that armed resistance to 
Mr. Hun Sen was a last 
resort 

“The prince does not want 
to have bloodshed. The first 
solution is to get Mr. Hun 
Sen to negotiate," royalist 
member of parliament 
Ahmad Yahaya said. 

“If we don't achieve this, 
as a final solution we would 
have to create a resistance 
movement'’ he said. 


U.S. soldier injured in Serb revenge blast 


SARAJEVO (Rl — A U.S. soldier suffered minor injuries 
in a bombing attack overnight as Bosnian Serb hardliners 
kept up a retaliation campaign for a Western crackdown on 
indicted war criminals. 

NATO said the man was cut by flying glass after an explo- 
sive device was lobbed at a car parked outside offices used 
by NATO military observers in the Serb-controlled town of 
Doboj. 

It was the first injuiy caused by six consecutive days of 
small-scale explosions although another U.S. soldier was 
slightly hurt when he was attacked with a sickle. 

three other explosions were reported overnight else- 
where in Bosnia's Serb entity, NATO spokesman Major 
John Blakeley told Reuters. 

A “grenade-like device” was thrown at a car park for 
heavy" vehicles at a NATO base in Mrkonjic Grad. No one 
was injured. 

In the northwest town of Prijedor, two hand grenades det- 
onated after midnight near apartments of international 
police monitors, causing minor damage. 

Serb leaders are outraged over a NATO swoop last week 
against two Serbs wanted for war crimes. 

British soldiers detained and extradited one suspected war 
criminal in Prijedor last week and shot dead another who 
resisted and opened fire. Both men were indicted by the 
U.N. War Crimes Tribunal in the Netherlands. 

NATO supreme commander General Wesley Clark said 
Friday that Serb retaliatory attacks would not intimidate the 
alliance-led peace force in Bosnia. 

Gen. Clark made clear during a visit to Sarajevo that the 
alliance would not shrink form a tougher stance towards 
fugitives wanted for war crimes despite a wave of low-level 
violence in revenge for the NATO swoop. 

“We’ve seen some efforts by some in Sprska (.the Serb 
Republic) to intimidate their own people.” he told reporters. 
"1 can tell you NATO is not going to be intimidated by any 
of this and we are going to follow through on our own man- 
date." 

Gen. Clark suggested that the NATO raid last week 


against the two Serb suspects bad rattled Nationalist leaders 
loyal to former Bosnian Serb President Radovan Karadzic, 
himself an indicted war criminal. 

“We must be having an impact on Karadzic and the rest of 
the war criminals there or there would not be a response," 
he said. 

Gen. Clark met the Muslim and Croat members of 
Bosnia’s peacetime presidency but the Serb member, hard- 
line nationalist Momcilo Krajisnik, failed to attend. 

Serb leaders have boycotted government meetings in the 
capital Sarajevo since last week’s raid, saying NATO can no 
longer be trusted to provide for the .security of their staff. 
Western mediators have dismissed the boycott as a “non- 
sense.” 

Gen. Clark also held talks with officers in the NATO-led 
Stabilisation Force <SFOR) a week, after British soldiers 
pounced on the two suspects in the northwest Prijedor region. 

Bosnian Serb authorities alleged that the extradited sus- 
pect . Milan Kovacevic. had suffered a stroke while in cus- 
tody and demanded his release. 

Tribunal officials confirmed that Mr. Kovacevic was 
undergoing medical tests by Dutch doctors but declined to 
discuss details of his ailment. 

The operation in which Mr. Kovacevic was arrested 
marked a shift in tactics for NATO which had previously 
ruled out going after suspects unless peacekeeping troops 
stumbled upon them. 

Diplomats said threats and minor explosions were part of 
an attempt by hardline nationalists loyal to Mr. Karadzic to 
test the resolve and unity of Western governments, which 
have often disagreed over how to treat the war crimes issue. 

Last week's raid set off intense speculation in the local 
press throughout former Yugoslavia about whom the tri- 
bunal might have charged in sealed indictments and who 
might be arrested next. 

Some Croatian newspapers alleged that Croat suspects in 
Bosnia would soon be snatched and charged for crimes 
committed against Muslim forces in central and southern 
Bosnia. 


Clinton supports broad effort on Georgia conflict 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Georgian President Eduard 
Shevardnadze obtained U.S. 
President Bill Clinton's 
bucking Friday for an ex- 
panded international effort 
to try to help end Georgia's 
conflict with Abkhaz sepa- 
ratists. 

Mr. Shevardnadze told 
reporters after talking to Mr. 
Clinton for nearly an hour 
on a wide array of subjects 
that the United States will 
“actively participate” in a 
broader approach to reach- 
ing a peaceful end to the 
trouble in Abkhazia. 

Georgia lost Abkahzia, a 
lush subtropical Black Sea 
region in the northwest of 
the mountainous republic, 
when its disorganised mili- 
tary was driven out in 1993 
after a year of fighting that 
killed more than (0,000 


people. 

Abkahzia remains Mr. 
Shevardnadze's main politi- 
cal headache after three 
years of Russian-led peace 
talks with the separatists, 
who insist on more autono- 
my than Georgia is willing 
to tolerate. 

A joint written statement 
issued by the two leaders 
said the United States and 
Georgia support the early 
resumption of negotiations 
on Abkhazia. 

It said this would be under 
the auspices of the United 
Nations, with Russia as 
facilitator and with the par- 
ticipation of the Organi- 
sation for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe 
(OSCE) nations and other 
friends of Geoigia including 
France, Germany, Britain 
and the United States. 


“President Clinton reaf- 
firmed U.S. support for 
Geoigia's territorial integri- 
ty and a peaceful settlement 
to the conflict in Abkhazia,” 
the statement said. 

The 68-year-old Shevard- 
nadze said the first meeting 
under the new format will 
be convened in Geneva very 
soon. 

While in the United States 
he also plans a meeting with 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan in New York to 
discuss Abkhazia. 

Georgia says a contingent 
of 1.500 Russian peace- 
keepers must begin leaving 
Abkhazia after July 31 if 
Moscow does not agree that 
they do more, including 
patrolling a wider pan of 
the province and helping 
Georgian refugees resettle. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, who as 


Soviet foreign minister 
played a leading role in the 
end of the cold war and is a 
familiar figure in Washing- 
ton, said he would like to 
see the United Nations app- 
rove a large-scale peace- 
keeping operation for 
Abkhazia. 

“Our request (to the U.N.) 
is that the operation should 
be a large-scale operation, 
and multilateral and multi- 
national, with the participa- 
tion of the Russians,” Mr. 
Shevardnadze said. 

Otherwise. Mr. Clinton 
and Mr. Shevardnadze dis- 
cussed Georgia's efforts to 
strengthen regional cooper- 
ation in the Caucasus, 
including its strong support 
for a pipeline that would 
channel Caspian Sea oil to 
European markets. 


Russian Mir crew rests, repairs delayed 


KOROLYOV (R) — The 
crew of Russia's damaged 
Mir space station, back in 
control of their craft after a 
self-inflicted energy supply 
crisis, were given a day of 
rest Saturday, officials said. 

An official from the U.S. 
space agency NASA said 
that Russians Vasily Tsibl- 
iyev and Alexander Lazut- 
kin and American Michael 
Foale would only do some 
minor repairs during the 
day. 

“They will be spending 


most of time resting except 
they are working on two 
gyrodynes,” Kathlene Mali- 
ga told reporters at Mission 
Control outside Moscow 
referring to devices that 
keep Mir's solar panels 
angled towards the Sun. 

The station’s 12 gyro- 
dynes went off and the crip- 
pled craft briefly lost orien- 
tation when one of the crew 

— officials will not say who 

— pulled out a cable, caus- 
ing a vital computer to crash 
Thursday. 


Ms. Maliga said the crew 
restarted seven gyrodynes 
out of 12 on board Friday 
and were working on two 
more Saturday. 

It takes eight or nine gyro- 
dynes. which use no fuel at 
all, to maintain the orienta- 
tion of ■ the panels, she 
added. After the computer 
crash the the panels were 
being held in alignment by 
electronically controlled 
motors. 

A spokesman for Mission 
Control said that the power 


supply to the station has 
been resumed. 

“The situation on board is 
normal and the energy has 
been fully re-supplied,” 
Vladislav Tachilo said. 

The computer mishap ad- 
ded to the latest string of 
misfortunes haunting the 
crew of the ageing space 
laboratory which had start- 
ed when a Progress cargo 
craft holed the Spektr scien- 
tific module on June 25 dur- 
ing a training docking. 



Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas (2nd from right), flanked by Thai Foreign 
Minister Prachuab Chaiyasam (right) and Philippine Foreign Secretary Domingo 
Siazon (2nd from left), addresses Cambodia's Second Prime Minister Hun Sen dur- 
ing a meeting in Phnom Penh Saturday. The envoys from the Association of South 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) arrived in the Cambodian capital for talks with Mr. 
Hpn Sen (Reuter photo) 


Afghan Taleban reject peace 
talks until prisoners’ release 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
The supreme leader of 
Afghanistan's powerful 
Taleban faction Saturday 
ruled out any peace talks 
with opponents until the 
release of au estimated 
2,000 Islamic militiamen 
detained in the north. 

“There can be no talks or 
a ceasefire” with the oppo- 
sition alliance until “our 
men are freed,” Mullah 
Mohammad Umar told the 
private Afghan Islamic 
Press (A IP) in a telephone 
interview. 

“Our men were taken pris- 
oner in blatant violation of 
political norms and human 
values after having been 
invited to the north for talks 
under a clear understand- 
ing," Mr. Omar told AIP 
from Kandahar in south- 
west Afghanistan. 

The Taleban soliders were 
arrested in Mazar-i-Sharif 
in May by the forces of the 
northern strongman General 
Abdul Malik after he broke 
an alliance with the Islamic 
militia. 

Hundreds of Islamic mili- 
tiamen were killed in fight- 
ing and the Taleban were 
driven out. The Taleban 
prisoners include Foreign 
Minister Mullah Moham- 
mad Ghaus, state bank Go- 


vernor Ehsanullah and sev- 
eral other officials. 

Mr. Omar told the 
Pakistan-based AIP he had 
information that Mr. Ghaus 
and other detained senior 
Taleban officials were 
“alive.” 

The Taleban chief, who 
rarely speaks to the press, 
vowed the Islamic move- 
ment would ultimately pre- 
vail over the opposition and 
capture the northern 
provinces. 

“Our military position is 
strong,” Mr. Omar said, 
claiming the Taleban had 
already secured ground in 
northern Takhar province, a 
stronghold of former Af- 
ghan President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani. 

He admitted that Pakistani 
youth from religious 
schools had joined the Tale- 
ban. but stressed they did so 
“on their own because they 
wanted to fight for Islam 
against the forces of evil.” 

“If such volunteers come 
to fight against tyranny and 
evil we cannot turn them 
back.” be said. 

“Neither the Islamic 
movement had invited them 
uor were they sent by the 
Pakistan government.” the 
Taleban chief said, adding 
“there is not a single Pakis- 


tani army or militia soldier 
in the ranks of the Taleban." 

The Taleban siezed Kabul 
in September last year and 
control two-thirds of the 
country, with eight pro- 
vinces in the control of the 
opposition alliance, which 
includes Mr. Rabbani, Gen. 
Malik and Shiite Hezb-i- 
Wahdat faction. 

Pakistan, which has 
recognised the Taleban gov- 
ernment. has been trying to 
start talks between the rival 
sides under the auspices of 
the United Nations with a 
view to reaching a power- 
sharing formula. 

Iran's Deputy Foreign 
Minister Alaeddin Borou- 
jerdi. who ended a two-day 
visit here Friday, discussed 
the peace efforts with senior 
Pakistani officials. 

It was agreed the two 
countries would use their 
influence with Afghan fac- 
tions to persuade them to 
hold talks for a peaceful set- 
tlement officials here said. 

Mr. Boroujerdi, whose 
countty supports the anti- 
Taleban alliance, also met 
U.N. special mediator Nor- 
beit Holl in Islamabad. 

Mr. Holl said in Kabul the 
warring sides, in particular 
the Taleban, lacked willing- 
ness to make peace. 


Millionaire Goldsmith 
dies after battling cancer 


PARIS (R) — Anglo- 
French entrepreneur Sir 
James Goldsmith, cunning 
corporate raider and anti- 
European crusader, died 
surrounded by his family in 
the small hours of Saturday 
after battling with cancer, 
his lawyer said. 

The 64- year-old million- 
aire’s friend and attorney 
Samuel Pisar told Reuters 
that Goldsmith, who failed 
in an attempt to win a par- 
liamentary seat in Britain's 
May general election, died 
of a heart attack at his home 
near Malaga in southern 
Spain. 

“Sir James Goldsmith died 
of a heart attack in Spain 
tonight. Sir James was suffer- 
ing from cancer.” Mr. Pisar 
said from his Paris office. 

“It happened in the night, 
in the small hours of the 
morning. He was with his 
family at the time,” Mr. 
Pisar said, refusing to give 
any more details or to say 
whether Goldsmith's 
daughter Jemima, wife of 
former Pakistan cricket cap- 
tain Imran Khan, was with 
him in Spain. 

Goldsmith first suffered 
pancreatic cancer in 19S5 
but a recurrence was kept 
secret when he led his 
Referendum Party in the 
British election campaign. 
He was reported to be criti- 
cally ill in a hospital near 
Paris early last month. 

The Referendum Party, 
campaigning against further 
European Union integra- 
tion, won more than 
800,000 votes but failed to 
win a seat in the election, 
which resulted in a land- 
slide victory 'for Tony 
Blair’s Labour Party. 

Goldsmith lost his deposit 
after running against pro- 



Sir James Goldsmith, billionaire leader of Britain's 
Referendum Party, died of a heart attack in Spain in 
the early hours of Saturday after a long battle against 
cancer (Reuter photo) 


European Conservative 
David Mellor, who was also 
defeated. 

The financier master- 
minded miUion-dollar Wail 
Street deals and made a vast 
fortune as one of the most 
cool and astute corporate 
raiders of his time, with a 
1986 raid on the United 
States' Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Company among 
his most notorious coups. 

He amassed millions of 
dollars by buying into com- 
panies then selling the stock 
for big profits after takeover 
specu I ati on had boosted 
share prices. 

Renowned for his keen 
sense of market timing. 
Goldsmith's investment 
motto was: “If you see a 
bandwagon, it’s too late.” 
Such was his touch that 
even a casual expression of 
his interest in a company 
was enough to discomfit a 
boardroom. 

He used a significant part 
of his personal fortune to 
campaign against free trade 
and a single European cur- 


rency. funding France's mav- 
erick Philippe De Villiers in 
the 1994 European Parlia- 
ment election, which got him 
a seat in the Euro-Assembly, 
and paying for his own 
Referendum Party. 

Goldsmith's career was 
marked by a love-hate rela- 
tionship with the media, and 
in 1976 he filed 63 libel 
suits against British satirical 
magazine Private Eye. 
which nicknamed him “Sir 
Jams” because of his gro- 
cery empire, the British 
Cavenham Food Group. 

As an interventionist 
owner of French magazine 
L’Express. he turned the 
weekly into a foe of the 
Socialist government which 
came to power in 1981. 

James Michael Goldsmith 
was bom in Paris on Feb. 
26, 1933, into an old 
European banking family of 
an Anglo-Jewish father and 
a Franco-Catholic mother, 
and was educated at Eton. 

He was married three 
times and fathered three 
sons and three daughters. 


Burmese 
opposition 
leader marks 



ri.’j.r.-' 






RANGOON (R) 
mese democracy 
Aung San Suu Kyj ^ 
quiet appearance at attflgj. 
cial ceremony Saturday^ 
commemorate the 
anniversaty of her fath^ 
assassination. .. 

Dressed in a black tradi- 
tional longyi (sarong), a 
white blouse and black 
shawl, Ms. Suu Kyi. and 
four young women placed 
three baskets of flowers at 
her father's tomb ‘at the 
Martyrs’ Mausoleum in 
central Rangoon. . . 

Ms. Suu Kyi, who | 
appeared in public^ 
she injured her 
back in May, knelt < 
pay respect to the 
traditional Buddhisf-i 
before leaving the ceremo- 
ny held each’ ywr in 
remembrance of the July 
19, 1947 slaying of Ms. 
Suu Kyi's father and eight 
others. 

Government officials and 
relatives of the other eight 
martyrs also attended the 
ceremony. 

Ms. Suu Kyi's father 
General Aung San. the 
architect of Burma’s inde- 
pendence from Britain, was 
gunned down along with 
six of his cabinet col- 
leagues and two others 
while they were bolding a 
meeting six months before 
the country's indepen- 
dence. 

Ms. Suu Kyi arrived at 
the mausoleum in a gov- 
ernment car and was 
accompanied as in the past 
two years by Colonel Than 
Thun, the man who used to 
be the liaison officer 
between the country's mili- 
tary government and Ms. 
Suu Kyi, while she was 
under house arrest. 

Ms. Suu Kyi, the 1 991 
Nobel Peace Laureate and 
52-year old leader of de 
opposition National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD), was released from 
six years of house arrest in 
July 1995. 

Her movements have 
been severely restricted 
over the past year follow- 
ing renewed government 
crackdowns on her oppos- 
tion movement. 

But a key step was taken 
Thursday towards improv- 
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ruling military and the 
NLD when a senior general 
in the State Law and Older 
Restoration Council 
(SLORC) met for calks 
with NLD Chairman Aung 
Shwe and two other party 
leaders. 

It was the first time any 
senior SLORC member 
had met NLD officials 
since Ms. Suu Kyi was 
released from house arrest. 

Ms. Suu Kyi did ooianend 
the meeting, and the NLD 
said the talks do not consti- 
tute true dialogue until she is 
included. The talks dealt 
with recent SLORC allega- 
tions that the NLD was 
involved in terrorist activi- 
ties and had received foreign 
financial aid. 

Ms. Suu Kyi’s eld« 
brother, Aung San Oo, came 
from the United States to 
attend the ceremony ami 
laid a wreath at the tomb of 
his father shortly before Ms. 

Suu Kyi arrived. 

It was the first tune since 
Ms. Suu Kyi was released 
that her brother bad attend- 
ed the ceremony. 

But NLD sources andJJ 
friend of Mr. Aung San Oo 
said Ms. Suu Kyi’s brother 
had not met the democracy ( 

leader and had declined no 

invitation to attend a cere- ljL : 
many at her bouse to com* v) - j; ? 
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memorate 
death. 

“Aung San Oo came to 
Myanmar (Burma) at 0* 
request of the SLORC and i s 
staying at a guest house 
arranged by the SLORy- 
said a close friend of M* 

Aung San Oo. “He and to* 

sister haven't met each otner 

since he arrived in Yancon ^ 

(Rangoon) and as far as 
know he doesn't have a 
to see her during his stay- 
Security was tiehicr than * 
usual around Ms. Suu Ky 1 
University Avenue home i, 

Saturday. Barricades ] 

iiig access to her bouse - L 

manned by mote omci , Ifc . mi,, 
and there were some not „ tn c 
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police nearby. 
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GulTport. Mississippi, resident Carolyn Hnsli. with her son Tyler, is startled by a storm surge caused by Hurricane 
Danny as it approaches the Gulf Coast Friday. The slow-moving hurricane has caused heavy rains and some dam- 
age from Louisiana to Florida, and is expected to hit land within 24 hours (Reuter photo) 

1 dead, 3 missing as hurricane hits U.S. coast 


MIAMI (AFP) — At least 
one person has died and 
three others are missing as 
authorities along the Gulf of 
Mexico coast of the United 
States prepared for the land- 
fall of Hurricane Danny. 

The hurricane's i2ll-kilo- 
metre an hour winds 
brought torrential rain to the 
coasts of Louisiana. Missis- 
sippi. Alabama and western 
Florida as it moved slowly 
eastward. 

Police late Friday found 
the body of an unidentified 
man in a damaged sailboat 
in Fort Morgan, a commu- 


nity just south of the port 
city of Mobile. Alabama. 

The U.S. Coast Guard 
early Saturday continued to 
search for two people re- 
ported lost in a boat off the 
coast of Mississippi. One 
surfer was reported missing 
near Panama City. Porida. 

The hurricane was expect- 
ed to reach the mainland at 
a point dose to the state line 
between Mississippi and 
Alabama at around 9 a.m. 
(1300 GMT). 

The sluggish hurricane 
has been located just off the 
coasts of four states for the 


past 24 hours, erratically 
inching towards the coast- 
line. the National Hurricane 
Centre in Miami said. 

Around 2 a.m. Saturday 
(0600 GMT ) the hurricane's 
eve was approximately 36 
kilometres •.•uutiieasl from 
Mobile. 

Danny is expected to 
leave between 10 and 20 
inches of rain in its wake in 
the coming days, according 
to National Hurricane 
Centre spokesman Miles 
Lawrence. 

•'While some additional 
erratic motion can be 


expected during the next 
few hours, a gradual turn 
towards the northeast is ex- 
pected Hurricane Centre 
officials reported. 

Late Friday Alabama Go- 
vernor Boh James activated 
his state's national guard — 
a reserve military force un- 
der the command of state 
governors — to help in res- 
cue and cleanup efforts. 

Dannv was upgraded from 
a tropical storm late Thurs- 
day over the Gulf of Mexico 
as it approached the U.S. 
coast. «» 


Jupiter moon has atmosphere, space probe finds 


PASADENA (R) — The 
space probe Galileo has 
found evidence that Jupiter's 
moon. Europa, may have an 
atmosphere. scientists 
reported Friday. 

NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory here said Gali- 
leo. which is exploring Jupi- 
ter and some of its moons, 
discovered that Europa has 
an ionosphere, a strong indi- 
cator that the icy moon also 
has an atmosphere. 

An ionosphere is a layer of 


charged particles such as 
ions and electams found in 
the upper levels of atmos- 
pheres. 

"While this discovery docs 
not relate to the question of 
possible life on Europa. it 
does show us there is a sur- 
face process occurring there, 
and Eumpa is not just some 
dead hunk of material," said 
Arvydas Kliore. the lead 
Galileo investigator. 

Some scientists believe 
Europa could nurture life 


because of the presence of 
water on the Jovian moon in 
addition to oxygen. 

Mr. Kliore. who also re- 
ported his findings in Fri- 
day's issue of Science Ma- 
gazine, said Europa's ionos- 
phere was discovered during 
a series of experiment:- car- 
ried out between December 
1996 and February, when 
Europa was positioned bet- 
ween the spacecraft and 
Earth. 

Measurements of the 


Galileo radio signal received 
by the Deep Space Network 
in Goldstone. California, 
and Canberra. Australia 
showed that the radio beam 
was refracted by a layer of 
charged particles that make 
up Europa’s ionosphere. 

Another Jovian moon, lo. 
was found to have an ionos- 
phere in 1973 by the Pioneer 
10 space probe. The finding 
was confirmed recently by 
Galileo, the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory said. 


Versace suspect eludes police in U.S. manhunt 


MIAMI BEACH (AFP) — 
The prime suspect in the 
slaying of Italian couturier 
Gianni Versace was ahead 
of one of the biggest man- 
hunts in U.S. history Satur- 
day a.% his o«hes were laid i .» 
rest in his homeland. 

The ashes were placed in 
a chapel Friday on the shore 
of Lake Como after a short 
religious ceremony attended 
by the designer’s eluted 
relatives. 

Police here remained 
tight-lipped as they contin- 
ued to hum for su>p=i.ted 
gay v.-nal murderer Andrew 
Phillip Cunannn. convinced 
the kilier !ia> remained ir. 

jrjij 

"if lie's here, again that's 
another big mistake of hi*-." 
■Jd Florida Department of 
Lav; Enforcement Agent 
John Coffey. He s made 
major mistakes, but I'd pre- 
fer not 1 1 comment on tho c 
at this lime because we o 
iik-e urn So continue mat lira 
ihein.' 

Versace. ?'*. the creti'.i’.e 
Soice behind a family- 
owned clothing empire that 
includes more than If- 1 ) 
! -ousique s around the world 
was shot twice in the head 


on the front steps of his 
mansion early Tuesday as 
he returned from buying 
magazines at a nearby 
news-stand. 

Authorities have ruled out 
r. .briery ns a motive for his 
killing. "It did n«.i appear to 
be a robbery." said Miami 
Beach Police spokesman 
Alfred Boza. 

Mr. Boza said the Versace 
task force is "prioritising 
the leads" from the public 
which have been pouring in 
the rale of 4«Vi every 1-i 
hour-. 

The hundreds of sightings 
r if Mr. Ccnanar. :■ 27-vcvr- 
mIJ Ik-iH'i-c .ual prostitute 
trom San Dieeu. have 
included those of litre? 
reporters assigned to cover 
i he ime<i;-.Mti' , i.-. Mr. Bo/a 
added. 

In t’neir pur-.uit of Mr. 
Cunanan. who heads the 
FBI's If » Mo a Wanted Li-:. 
P'llice have handed nut 
more than 2.* H)() leallct ■ 
showing how the susp.M 
cun alter his jppeurance. 

Until we have another 
credible -killing of him 'in 
..n'lhcr e:»> or jiv-thcr pan 
■ »! t : ;e C'-.i.-.iry. we're ■coii.c 
ii* a-.sume he's here." said 


FBI spokeswoman Anne 
Figuciras. 

Mr. Cunanan is already 
wanted for four murders in 
three states since April. 
Criminal experts have 
described him a> a "spnee 
killer." preoccupied with 
finding a next victim once 
lie lias committed hi- List 
murder. 

Police say he stole a 1995 
Jeep Cherokee belonging lo 
David Madson. one of hi- 
earlier suspected murder 
'-id im-. as well a.- a 
Lexus belonging to Lee 
Mi a! in. a wealthy Chur so 
ii ■ m i ■ ie r victim n ow a ! 
linked tv Mr. Cunanan. 

Mr Cunanan then alleged - 
:> stole red Chev- 

rolet pickup belonging to 
iVilJiari! Ree-e. a Nev. 
ler *ey tomcierv cureiaj-icr 
v. iio W 2 J. apparently mur- 
dered just for his velticle. 

Tlie red pickup - f« ::nJ 

•ir'k'i" .1 r*]ui Jk*r '«** 

p.jliee searched the truck 
ji:. I found M: Cumin-'.:* • 
pa .-prat along uith a Bai*- 
(jf Anuncu check imprinted 

id! ::js 

"Lvcr.F -Jv s on t J'/: . 
especially with stolen -cuf;-. 


Ms. Figueiras said, "it’s not 
like we think (Mr. Cuna- 
nan’si going lo go to Holly- 
wood Toyota and buy a new 
ear — so we cheek every- 
thing out." 

The price on Mr. Cuna- 
r.an's head totals $55,000 
offer Dude County Mayor 
. iie\ Penelas Thursday an- 
nounced a S45.000 reward 
for his arrest. A New York 
gay and lesbian group previ- 
ously announced u $10,000 
reward. 

Mr. Cunanan was identi- 
fied as the prime suspect in 
:r.e Versace Maying after 
p-vlix-e discovered a red 
pickup truck linked io pne- 
- i-.'L’s murder victims a 
?A-ck away from the Ocean 
Drive mansion. 

On Friday, nearly 700 
people packed St. Patrick's 
P.emcn Catholic Church 
here f;*r a memorial mass in 
h/nor i'f Versace, who 
h|s i.- no mark Mcdi- 
:erran^a:i-s:ylt- house six 
years aeo. 

"No one else so influ- 
enced the ciiy in so short* a 
time." Miami Beach Mayor 
ricyr-.-'ur Gclber said in a 
brief eulogy. 


Poles back on disaster alert in case of new flood 


WARSAW if; i - Siebuy 
rain over areas still reeling 
from two weeks of deadly 
I'inods put Poland back * 1 ‘ 
disaster alert Saturday 

"We nui-1 expevt ihc’c 
v.ii! be a new fiooJ m thuse 
‘.oine regions where it hup- 
( seiicd Lvfoi ii*. sp: ike.su \ a n 
Krzysztof Pomes of Po- 
land's official Crisis Guii- 
mitiv? told ktuicr-i iaic 
Friday. 

As rain drenched the 
western ilnrii "f Poland 
throughout the day. weather 
forecasters prcdLied it 
would continue into the 
weekend. The crucial ques- 
tion was: How much and 
where? 

“As for the effects, we 


will sec :;s Mvc i.eM " 
Mr. Pome- s.iid. adding that 
alrhi ’ti:?li ih.- rain v.a- 
lighier ih.iii d.«unp v ur> iv.i- 
weeks ugu which unleashed 
the n**rsjs. the soaked 
ground and swi>Men river- 
were less able to absorb The 

l\v'C-s. 

The les.-er intensity of the 
rain gave hope that Poland 
might \k - i'-.-jed even a 
return of the floods that 
kilted 4S people swamped 
4.1 H H I square kiitur>ctics aiid 
nit a thousand villages and 
towns including the cities of 
Wroclaw and Opole. 

But bitter experience 
meant that this time the 
government and hundreds 
of thousands of Poles in the 
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cused by the opposition for 
failing to re os -are people 
and mobilise effective 
action at the star; of the del- 
uge. broadcast to the nation 


. r. !e:e . is. on rale Friday to 
out aid measures. 

"tVi She proposal of the 
nment. more Uian 30 
i’jvvv have been amended — 
-i! >»' that aid should reach 
you quickly and without 
•jr.r-.'cev^ry bureaucratic 
r ccjJures." he said. 

Aj«.rs from seeing through 
.'.iri ion :cnt the new laws, 
including ones allowing 
higher government horrow- 
:::g ar.j giving h.indnuts to 
devastated households, the 
government has deployed 
more than 20,000 troops 
and set .up an emergency 
commumcations system to 
replace one that failed last 
time. 


IRA calls new truce for 


Sinn Fein place in talks 


BELFAST (R) — The Irish 
Republic Army (IRA) Sa- 
turday announced a new 
truce to its 28-year war 
against British rule over 
Northern Ireland which will 
take effect at noon Sunday 
and allow its Sinn Fein 
spokesmen a seat at peace 
talks. 

The move was announced 
in a statement to Irish state 
broadcaster RTF and said 
that "all IRA units have 
been instructed according- 
ly" and would be stood 
down. 

“The IRA is committed to 
ending British rule in Ire- 
land. It is the root cause of 
division and conflict in our 
country. We want a perma- 
nent peace and therefore we 
are prepared to enhance the 
search for a democratic 
peace settlement through 
real and inclusive political 
negotiations,” the statement 
said. 

The truce replaces a 
ceasefire the guerrillas 
called in 1994 in response 
to an Anglo-Irish peace ini- 
titative but which they 
broke with a London bomb 
in February 1996 after fail- 
ing to earn a seat at peace 
negotiations. 

The statement said: “We 


have ordered the unequivo- 
cal restoration of the cease- 
fire of August 1994." It was 
the first time die IRA had 
used the word “unequivo- 
cal” and met British de- 
mands for an unconditional 
end to its war. 

The key to the IRA move 
was reassurances from 
Britain’s new Labour gov- 
ernment, which came to 
power in May, dial the guer- 
rillas would not have to 
hand over any of their esti- 
mated two tonnes of arms to 
earn the right to take part in 
the talks. 

Britain says the issue of 
“decommissioning,” winch 
has snarled the peace talks 
since they began 13 months 
ago, can be handled in par- 
allel negotiations. 

Prime Minister Tony 
Blair's government has also 
promised to review the issue 
of hundreds of IRA prisoners 
held in British jails for secu- 
rity offences linked to a 
three -decade -old conflict 

that has killed 3,200. 

Mr. Blair's government 
says it will also put a time- 
frame on the talks between 
pro-British Unionists and 
pro-Irish nationalists of die 
end of May next year so that 
they do not drag on endless- 


ly- 

Unionists, who see them- 
selves as the guardians of 
continued British rule 
which, the 60 per cent Pro- 
testant majority wants, are 
deeply suspicious of the 
IRA move,- which was 
trailed in a statement by 
. Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams Friday. 

He and chief negotiator 
Martin McGuinness said 
that they would be urging 
the IRA to cslII a new truce 
which _ would allow the 
party a seat at the negotia- 
tions in six weeks if it is 
deemed “credible and veri- 
fiable" by' the British gov- 
ernment. 

But hardline Unionists led 
by lan Paisley's Democratic 
Unionist Party have threat- 
ened to boycott the negotia- 
tions if Sinn Fein takes part 
without the IRA handing 
over arms. 

The leader of the main- 
stream Ulster Unionist . Par- 
ty (UUP), David Trimble, is 
also mistrustful and will 
hold talks with Mr. Blair 
Monday to clarify whether 
or not a surrender of arms is 
on the cards -or has been 
effectively shelved. - 

The UIJPs’s Jeffrey Do- 
naldson told Renters: “We 


■are deeply concerned that 
the government has done a 
secret deal with the IRAjo 
secure another ceasefire.” 

For the past two years the 
IRA has baulked at any 
demand that it hand over the 
Semtex plastic explosive 
and arsenal of automatic 
weapons it has. used to at- 
tack what it se«s as Britain's 
occupation of a part of 
Ireland. 

Political sources said that 
Mr. Blair would try to allay 
Mr. Trimble's worries that 
British and Irish . plans to 
achieve - guerrilla disara- 
ment in a gradual process 
alongside talks are too 
vague. 

Mr. Blair- Saturday wel- 
comed the IRA’s restoration 
of its 1994 ceasefire. 

He spoke of a “new mood 
: of hope for peace and a las t- 
ing political- settlement in 
Northern Ireland.” 

Mr. Blair said the British 
government would assess 
the ceasefire “with great 
care." 

He' said the entry of Shin 
Fein into all-party peace 
talks on Northern Ireland in 
September would depend 
(Hi whether the ceasefire 
was “genuine in word and 
deed." ‘ 


Liberians 
vote in 
poll to end 
civil war 

MONROVIA (R) — Libe- 
rians besieged polling sta- 
tions Saturday to vote in 
elections to end seven 
years of civil war — with 
some queuing from the 
middle of the night to qast 
their ballot. 

With three wariords- 
tumed-politicians and a 
woman among die dozen 
candidates for president, 
polling began on time at 7 
im. in light rain in the 
capital Monrovia watched 
by international observers 
and West African peace- 
keepers. 

“I'm going to stay here 
all day to vote if I have to.” 
said one man, who reck- 
oned he was number 762 
in the queue at the Barclay 
Training Centre barracks, 
focus of bloody battles 
during the last major flare- 
up in the war in April and 
May 1996, 

“Today is a good day and 
we pray to God that every- 
thing goes good," said 
Moses James, another 
voter, who lives across 
from the barracks and was 
one of thousands of civil- 
ians who huddled for shel- 
ter there during the 1996 
fighting. • • 

Polling took place in a 
shell-shattered church 
there. 

Freed American slaves 
proclaimed Liberia as 
Africa's first independent 
republic in 1847 with a 
constitution based on that 
of the United States. 
Relations between the two 
were traditionally dose. 

The elections are the cul- 
mination of a peace deal 
brokered by Liberia’s West 
African neighbours to end 
the war, which killed well 
over 150.000 people and 
wrecked Liberia's iron ore, 
timber and rubber based 
economy. It also has dia- 
monds and flags foreign 
ships. 

Ethnic Krahu army offi- 
cer Master Sergeant 
Samuel Doe ended the 
dominance of the descen- 
dants of the slaves in a 
1980 military coup. He 
toppled and killed 
President Willi am Tolbert 
and executed his ministers 
on a palm fringed beach. 

Charles Taylor, who is 
himself descended from 
(he freed slaves and 
launched the war from 
Ivory Coast in December 
1989. is widely seen as the 
man to beat in the presi- 
dential race. 

EUea JohnsoQ-Sirkaf, 
the former Africa director 
for the U.N. Development 
Programme, is his main 
purely civilian rival. 


N. Korea’s Kim Jong-11 reaching 
out to U.S., Japan, report says 


TOKYO (AFP) — North 
Korea's supreme leader 
Kim Jong-D. in a rare letter 
to the foreign media, has 
vowed to improve ties with 
the United States and Japan 
and save his Stalinist state 
from hard times, it was 
reported Saturday. 

The letter, addressed to 
Washington-based Korean- 
American journalist Moon 
Myong-Ja, also reiterated 
Pyongyang’s long-touted 
idea of reuniting with Seoul 
into a confederation based 
on “independence, peace 
and national unity.” 

The contents of the letter, 
dated July 13 and originally 
published in Mr. Moon’s 
newsletter, were carried by 
the newspaper Asahi Shim- 
bun and die Jiji Press news 
agency. 

Mr. Kim, the eldest son of 
the late President Kim II- 
Sung, will become North 
Korea’s president and party 
chief some time between 
September and October “as 
planned." Mr. Moon also 
quoted a secretary of North 
Korea's ruling Workers’ 
Party, as saying. 

It has beat widely specu- 
lated by outside analysts 


that the junior Kim, 55, will 
become president on North 
Korea?s National . Founda- 
tion Day on Sept 9 and par- 
ty general secretary on the 
anniversary of die Workers' 
Party on Ort. 10. 

The power transfer has 
still not taken place more 
than three years after the 
senior Kim died of an ap- 
parent heart attack? on July-- 
8,- fuelling doubts about the 
junior KntFspower base. 

But North Korean offi- 
cials insisted Mr Kim Jong- 
H would not take over the 
posts during a three-year 
mourning period for his 
father, which ended this 
month. 

Kim Yong-Sun, the secre- 
tary charged with relations 
with Japan, told Mn Moon 
that North Korea was “un- 
conditionally" lifting a ban 
on borne visits by ageing 
Japanese women who have 
spent years of marriage and 
isolation in the North. 

“We have not attached 
any condition, such as food 
aid, to home visits by Ja- 
panese-born wives,” die 
secretary told the journalist, 
who has visited Pyongyang 
many times and is known to 


be close to the Kim family. 

In die letter, the junior 
Kim, who has been military 
commander-in-chief since 
late 1991, said it was North 
Korea’s “unchanged 

stance" to implement com- 
mitments made in the 1994 
agreement with the United 
States. 

It is also his consistent 
‘pcflicy to Work out “good 
neighbourly arid . friendly . 
relations” with "Japan, 'he 
said. 

- North Korea, hit by acute 
food shortages after two 
years of severe flooding, is 
seeking to improve ties with 
the United States and Japan, 
a move seen as necessary 
for the country to rehabili- 
tate itself with foreign aid. 

In the letter, the junior 
Kim said his country was 
faced with “temporary ob- 
stacles” due to the “imperi- 
alist conspiracy against us” 
and “years of natural disas- 
ters nationwide.” 

But Mr. Kim Joog-Il said 
he and his people had the 
ardent wish of strengthen- 
ing the nation, which will 
definitely turn into a “phe- 
nomenal reality ” 


U.S. army’s top enlisted man 
hit with new sex charges 

WASHINGTON (R) — The the army said. “Berth sped- military careers. One wo- 
army's highest-ranking en- fi cations involve the same, man testified she finally 
listed soldier will face new commissioned officer and gave in and had unwanted 
charges of sexual raiscon- allegedly occurred between sex ‘ with Sgt Maj. 
duct involving a fifth al- March and August 1994.” McKinney while she- was 
leged victim, the army said The woman’s identity was nearly eight months preg- 

Friday. not released. CNN 'reprated nant. 

Unlike previous charges, that she was a major. Sgt. Maj. McKinney, 46, a 

these involve an Officer. The case against Sgt. Maj. 29-year army veteran, has 

Seigeant major of the ar- McKinney, a popular arid vehemently denied all the 
my Gene McKinney, al- charismatic chief advocate charges. He has offered to 
ready charged with 18 for the anny's enlisted sol- retire to avoid court-mar- 
counts involving four ser- diers^ is the latest in a series tial, but the army has 
vice women, now has been of sex scandals that have refused, 
charged with assaulr on an rocked the Pentagon as it to another development 
officer and solicitation of incorporates more women Friday, the army said Sgt 
adultery with her, the army into the armed services. Maj. McKinney's original 
said in statement The alleged victims have accuser, retired Sergeant 

"Additional criminal portrayed Sgt Maj. Major Brenda Hosier, has 
charges under the uniform McKinney as a man who agreed to testify after once 
code of military justice relentlessly pursued sex refusing to do so oat of con- 
were preferred against ser- even after several rejec- ccras that defence lawyers 
geant major of the army, dons, using his powerful would pty into her past rela- 
Gcne C, McKinney, to day." post as a threat against their tioaslaps. 

Minor radiation leak develops 
at Japan nuclear power plant 

TOKYO (R) — A new reactor at the a.rn. (0030 GMT) Friday from a gauge 
world's largest nuclear power plant in iaside the unit thal houses the turbine Of the 
northern Japan developed a minor radiation - : N°- ’7 wacsbr & the Kadnwazalti-Kariwa 
leak Friday but the problem was quickly Atomic Power Plant in Niigata prefecture 
solved and no one was exposed to radiation, 'along Cite Sea of Japan coast 
a spokesman for its operator Tbkyo Electric “At P-20 aon. Friday morning radioactive 

Power Co. (TEPCO) said. Siam was discovered leaking from a pres- 

Thc spokesman told Reuters Saturday sure gauge on turbme seven. We estimate 
there was also no- leakage of radiatkm oui- ’less’ than three litres of radioacti ve steam 
side the facility itself and do disruption s escaped from the gauge: No one was 
operations at the plant. expoted . to. radiation and no radiation 

Vapour containing a small amount of leaked outside the facility,” spokesman 
radioactive substance leaked at around 930 Hakuei Shinoda said. 
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Where principles 
matter most 

LAST WEEK’S U.N. General Assembly resolution 
condemning Israel’s housing plans in occupied 
Palestinian territories is simply a reaffirmation of 
similar positions taken by the international organi- 
sation. As expected. Israel took no time in con- 
demning the measure and hastened to ridicule and 
reject the international position on the Israeli settle- 
ment programme. 

But more relevant than this U.N. resolution is the 
recent initiative of the Arab constituency at tbe U.N. 
calling on the General Assembly to recommend the 
convening of a special session of all the state parties 
to the 1949 Geneva Convention. The purpose of 
such meeting would be to get ail interested conn- 
tries to agree on a common position concerning the 
occupied territories. : Israel is the only country 
which rejects the applicability of the convention to 
the West Bank, including Arab East Jerusalem, and 
the other Arab territories still under Israeli occupa- 
tion. If the international community could pressure 
Israel into accepting and adhering to its treaty 
obligations under the convention, the crux of the 
problem on the settlements issue would become that 
much easier to resolve. Israel needs to recognise 
that the basis for addressing the settlement issue is 
first and foremost the 1949 International treaty. The 
principle is elementary. There is no doubt about the 
illegality of the Israeli actions to annex and build on 
Arab lands. Above all. the illegality of the Jewish 
settlements is not only of concern to the immediate 
parties but to the rest of the states who are party to 
the convention. 

As the territories on which Israel is building set- 
tlements are unlawfully occupied, Israel is treaty- 
bound not to usurp or annex them for whatever 
purpose. 

Israeli jurists have repeatedly written on the 
imperative need to apply the Geneva Convention to 
Arab territories but unfortunately the high court in 
Israel has yet to pronounce itself on this very impor- 
tant legal issue. 

Several other international treaties are in fact also 
applicable to the situation in Palestine such as the 
International Convention on Civil and Political 
Rights. These treaties would outlaw all the Israeli 
actions that aim to annex Arab lands including 
those which are located in Arab East Jerusalem. 
Convening an extraordinary conference of the state 
parties to the 1949 convention would serve to con- 
clude a decisive resolution that would once and for 
all block Israel's arguments in defence of its illegal 
acts. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Ra’i said that Jordan needs an inde- 
pendent judiciary system so that it can secure guaran- 
tees for foreign investments in the country. Fahed 
Fanek said that the government has introduced several 
measures and laws, like reducing customs duty, pro- 
viding incentives for the investors and privatising pub- 
lic institutions in a bid to attract investors, but invest- 
ments are still lacking momentum because the judicia- 
ry system is not independent and many issues related to 
the judiciary remain in the hands of the executive 
authority. Citing examples, the writer said that the judi- 
cial council does not have the authority to appoint or 
fire a judge or retire judges, adding that the serving 
minister of justice has recently scrapped a list of judges 
w-ho would have been appointed according to the pre- 
vious government's decision and. instead, presented 
his own list of judges. This means that the judiciary is 
not independent at ail and that the government has the 
upper hand in all matters pertaining to the judicial 
authority, said the writer. He said it is because of this 
awkward situation that His Majesty King Hussein 
recently sent the government a message demanding 
that the judicial authority be made to act independent- 
ly. Indeed, he said, without independent judicial 
authority there can be no progress in the economic 
field and then: can be no democracy in the right sense 
of the word. 

A WRITER for Al Ra'i accused the United States and 
Israel of systematically working towards ruining the 
United Nations, following in the footsteps of European 
nations that ruined the League of Nations, thus paving 
the way for World War II. Tareq Masarweh said that 
acting in the name of the United Nations, Washington 
is intimidating and exploiting the small nations of the 
world and has devastated Iraq for briefly invading 
Kuwait. The same world power is condoning Israel’s 
continued occupation of Arab lands and providing pro- 
tection to the Jewish state against any sanctions despite 
its disregard of all U.N. resolutions, said the writer. 
Washington is using the stick with the small nations 
while the rest of the world community is standing idle 
by. doing nothing to serve world justice and bring to an 
end Israel's aggression, said the writer The United 
States, which sides with the aggressors in the Middle 
East, can by no means replace the United Nations but. 
unfortunately for the world community, it is behaving 
as it is ruling the world. For instance, he said, 
Washington has prevented any country from providing 
food supplies, worth a mere $7 million, to end the star- 
vation in North Korea and has allowed an Arab sheikh 
to give S 10 million for a London zoo and S21 million 
to Lebanon in return for excluding the Iraqis from the 
pan-Arab games in Beirut. The writer said that the 
world will face a real catastrophe if it allows the United 
States to become its sole ruler. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Lack of mutual confidence 
haunts Aqaba peace airport 


THE SO-CALLED peace airport in Aqaba-Jordan was 
high on the list of joint projects considered in the after- 
math of the Jordanian- Israeli peace treaty signed in 
October 1994. Unfortunately, huge obstacles faced aft 
joint projects and so far binder their implementation: this 
includes the joint airport project which is expected to 
receive around seven aeroplanes a day. The obstacles were 
of financial and/or administrative nature, but the major 
hurdle is lack of confidence between the two parties. 

The signing of the peace treaty between the two stares 
was. of course, an important and historic event. But the 
treaty by itself does not automatically bring about mutual 
confidence. Jordanians still harbour a lot of doubt and 
fears, while the Israelis are suspicious of any Arab and 
expect him to turn against them. The Israeli obsession with 
security makes cooperation very difficult indeed. 

There is no doubt that His Majesty King Hussein 
demonstrate good intentions and opened a new chapter of 
normal relations. By contrast. Israeli Premier Benyamin 
Netanyahu went out of his way to raise more fears and 
doubts among Jordanians. 

Even among countries with good neighbourly relations it 
is difficult to find a successful experiment of a joint air- 
port, due to inevitable complications and problems which 
may arise. 

Even Geneva airport, built by the Swiss on leased French 
territory, has its own. unique circumstances, which make it 
no example that can be copied in Aqaba. 

From an Israeli point of view, the joint airport is not 


acceptable unless it has a special Israeli terminal to receive 
passengers with Eilat/Israel as their destination, to be run 
by Israeli security, which is not acceptable to the 
Jordanians who are very sensitive when it comes to sover- 
eignty. 

From a Jordanian point of view, tbe airport should be 
under full Jordanian authority and must be run by tbe 
Jordanian police. Passengers heading to Eilat can be dealt 
with by the Israeli authorities wheu they arrive by bus to 
the Israeli borders. As far as Jordan is concerned, they are 
transit passengers. 

The mayor of Eilat rejected the Jordanian arrangement 
as not convenient to tourists coming to Israel. The 
Jordanian side refused to compromise Jordanian sover- 
eignty on Jordanian territory and rejected any presence of 
Israeli security on Jordanian soil. 

The idea of putting the joint airport under foreign man- 
agement is another evidence of Israeli lack of confidence 
irf the Jordanian authorities. Such an arrangement may be 
understood as a sort of internationalisation the airport, 
which is even worse for the Jordanian sovereignty. 

•The best that can be done under the circumstances is to 
shelve the project for tbe time being, until such time wben 
the parties can trust each other. Until then, the Jordanian 
conditions for operating a joint airport in Aqaba are not 
acceptable to the Israelis, and the Israeli conditions are not 
acceptable to the Jordanians. The internationalisation of 
the airport is a non starter and will not take off ground. Tt 
is not even negotiable. 


The British media on Middle East 
insubstantial and often plain wrong’ 


By Peter HinchclifTe 

HAVING JUST sold our fam- 
ily house in London and hav- 
ing not quite moved into our 
new property in Scodand — 
plus having left full-time 
employment in the 
Diplomatic Service and hav- 
ing not quite started my teach- 
ing ar Edinburgh University. I 
feel that I am in a kind of 
limbo. Neither here nor there. 
Neither fish nor fowl nor good 
red herring, as someone mem- 
orably remarked. (Not memo- 
rably enough to remember 
who said it and why. but apt 
for my circumstances.) 

But even in this unsatisfac- 
tory state, not feeling settled 
anywhere, 1 can clearly, if 
slightly guiltily, remember the 
commitment I made to the 
editor of the Jordan Times to 
write the occasional piece 
commenting on developments 
in the Arab World as seen 
from a British or European 
viewpoint (Not quite the 
same thing). This has proved 
to be not as easy as it seemed 
when I made the promise, 
whilst living in the heart of the 
action, on Jabal Amman. 

There is a real problem with 
writing about the Middle East 
from the distance of middle 
England: lack of news in the 
media. Despite the long, his- 
toric connection between 
Britain and the Arabs, events 
in your part of the world usu- 
ally receive only scant and 
spasmodic coverage. And 
then, it is almost invariably 
the bad news which the edi- 
tors feel fit to print: blasphem- 
ing the Prophet more riots in 
Hebron, salacious gossip 
about, e.g„ Mrs. Netanyahu. 
Superficial, selective and sel- 
dom followed up, news today 
but not tomorrow. 

The last few weeks should 
have been good for positive 
news about the Arab World. 
The new British Labour gov- 
ernment has made two impor- 


tant statements about policy: 
the first by Clare Short, the 
secretary of state for 
International Development 
(used to be called ODA- 
Oveiseas Development 
Agency) at the annual 
Medical Aid for Palestinians 
dinner the second by Derek 
Fatchett. the minister of state 
at the Foreign Office responsi- 
ble for Middle East policy (a 
recent visitor to Jordan) at the 
dinner given to mark an 
important conference held by 
the British Institute for 
Middle Eastern Studies. 

The second speech, 
although balanced in the usual 
careful Foreign Office speak, 
was critical of recent Israeli 
policies on the West Bank 
leading to “feelings of impo- 
tent frustration and rage" and 
bringing home to Mr. Fatchett 
"the depth of the Palestinian 
sense of humiliation." There 
was also support for 
Palestinian self-determination 
in a viable, economic, politi- 
cal and logistic entity, with the 
dear hint that this should be a 
state. 

This first statement of the 
new Labour government on 
Middle Eastern politics was 
almost totally ignored by the 
British media. 

Equally ignored at the time 
was Clare Short's speech 
about economic and develop- 
ment issues, including contin- 
ued (and increased) British 
and European support for the 
Palestinians whether via 
MAP, UNRWA or directly 
through the Palestinian 
Authority. But suddenly, on 
July 1 1. British papers carry- 
ing such headlines as “Israelis 
outraged at Short speech" 
reported an attempt by the 
Israeli embassy to prevent 
Yossi Beilin, on a visit to 
Britain, from meeting Clare 
Short. Apparently this was to 
show official disapproval of 
her speech, following a 
protest by the Israeli foreign 


ministry. The passage which 
caused such indignation was 
as follows: “I am very con- 
scious of the historical wrongs 
done to the Palestinian people 
and the unfairness of the 
world’s expectation that they 
should make sacrifices to 
make up for the evil done by 
Europeans during the 
Holocaust." This remark was 
criticised by an Israeli 
spokesman for comparing 
Israel's attitude towards the 
Palestinians with the Nazi's 
attitude towards the Jews — a 
parallel apparently not accept- 
ed by Yossi Beilin who went 
ahead with his meeting with 
Clare Short and later saw 
Robin Cook, the foreign sec- 
retary. 

In the meanwhile, a 
spokesman for Clare Short 
denied that the minister had 
been offensive and said that 
she was merely putting the 
present conflict in a historic 
context 

Commenting on this little 
fracas, the Independent (the 
British daily whose Middle 
East correspondent is the 
highly respected Robert Fisk) 
said it believed that the 
aggressiveness of the Israeli 
response “was in keeping with 
the policies of Netanyahu 
government ‘which frequently 
implies that any criticism is 
inspired by anti-Semitism or 
by hostility to Israel'.’’ 

Hard on the heels of Yossi 
Beilin comes Yasser Arafat. 
He met the new prime minis- 
ter in the course of a two-day 
visit. lL will.be. interesting to 
see what impact he has on the 
British media. Contrary to 
what some Arab friends keep 
on telling me. the Jewish 
lobby in the U.K. is not all 
that influential with the press 
— in contrast to its strength in 
the U.S. If anything, from my 
own observations, the bias 
goes the other way. But the 
fact remains that, sympathetic 
or not, the press coverage is 


insubstantial, superficial and 
often plain wrong. A lot of 
this is because the average 
man’s attention span on “for- 
eign" news is short and focus- 
es on tbe sensational or the 
plain bloodthirsty. 

A good, productive meeting 
between Arab and Israeli 
negotiators is just not news- 
worthy and unless it can be 
fined into the very occasional 
in-depth think piece in a qual- 
ity periodical, it usually goes 
unnoticed and therefore unre- 
ported. 

Moreover. Arab spokesmen 
in Britain, e.g.. embassy infor- 
mation people, do not seem 
able to put their case over to 
the public. And to ride my 
favourite hobby horse once 
again, the Arab/lslamic com- 
munity, said to comprise 
600,000 Arabs alone, is, in 
public relations terms and as a 
political lobby, considerably 
less effective than the Jewish 
community, numerically not 
much larger but so ably repre- 
sented by the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews. 
Only one Muslim was elected 
as a member of parliament at 
the last election (out of over 
630 MPs) and be has already 
come to unfavourable public 
attention because of allega- 
tions { made by other 
Muslims) that he behaved cor- 
ruptly in the election cam- 
paign. 

In a future piece I will tack- 
le Council for the 
Advancement of Arab British 
Understanding (CAABU) — 
founded in the immediate 
aftermath of the 1 967 war — a 
low point in the Arab reputa- 
tion in Britain which has done 
something, but not enough, to 
act as a lobby for the Arab 
World. 

In the meanwhile. I return to 
limbo. 

The writer, a retired diplomat, 
was the British ambassador to 
Jordan until March. 


Defactonomics 


Examples of regional 
integration that 
could be followed 


By Dr. Tayseer 
Abdel Jaber 

DURING THE past two 
weeks, having visited the 
U.K. Germany, France and 
Switzerland, I was able to 
observe examples of region- 
al cooperation and integra- 
tion which are not usually 
covered in brochures or 
statements about the 
European Union (EU). 

After four decades of step- 
by-step, progressive change, 
the fifteen countries of the 
EU were able to reach a sin- 
gle market in 1993. Hence, 
people trade in goods, ser- 
vices and capital, move 
freely from one country to 
fpthe other have their markets 
open and their workers can 
look for a job and work in 
any of the member countries. 
Companies invest where 
they see their interests, with- 
out any restriction. They 
merge or buy each other. 

In Germany, our pro- 
gramme coordinator was 
Spanish and the interpreter 
British. The Upper Rhine 
Region covers areas in 
Germany, France and 
Switzerland where two mil- 
lion people live. Some parts 
had been under the succes- 
sive control of Germany and 
France during the last centu- 
ry. extending to the end of 
World War EL Since then, 
this region has moved to 


build on mutual interest^ 
to improve the living cona- 
tions for all. 

Though Switzerland is «j, 
a member of the EU. the 
Basle area joined the border- 
ing regions in Germany and 
France. Tbe Ecro-Ahpon 
was built with Swiss 
on French laud to serve the 
whole region. Cooperation 
covers many areas in practi_ 
cal projects and activities 
which are funded jointly and 
with a EU contribution. In 
transport, there are plans to 
link the three railway gyj. 
rents, while land and river 
transportation systems are 
very active. Similar coopera- 
tion exists in water, environ- 
meriL zoning and industry. 

Labour exchange, in the 
form of daily commuters, 
represents a very important 
area of regional cooperation. 
There are more than 50,000 
workers who commute 
across borders every day. 
mostly from France to 
Switzerland. Their social 
security and other work con- 
ditions are well-protected. A 
regional information net- 
work is available to provide 
workers, as well firms, with 
proper advice on laws and 
regulations in the three coun- 
tries. 

Regional cooperation is 
the driving force in Europe 
and there is a lot to learn 
from that living experience. 


LETTERS 


High interest rates, 
low expectations 

To the Editor: 

THE CENTRAL Bank policy of raising inrerest rales through 
the mechanism of selling Certificates of Deposits (CDs) has 
its adverse effect on the lending activities. By so doing, the 
emphasis was placed on the credit cost rather than the invest- 
ment capacity of the banks which is determined by the legal 
reserve requirements imposed by the Central Bank, whereby 
every bank sets aside a certain amount ( now 14 per cent) of its 
varioas deposit aggregate. Whenever the reserve rate rises, tbe 
ability of the banks to provide loans diminishes; so does the 
creation of the derivative deposits. 

The Central Bank, solely, bears the high financial cost of 
squeezing credit as long as it pays interest to the commercial 
banks buying its CDs. On the other hand, the whole country 
bears and suffers the consequences of (his policy which slows 
down the economic activity, even if only temporarily. 

The Central Bank's aim. when implementing this policy, 
was primarily to maintain a fixed dinar exchange rate vis-a-vis 
the U.S. dollar, and to make deposits in dinars more attractive. 
Furthermore, the danger of dollarising the Jordanian economy 
would be averted. The Central Bank's policies in this domain, 
like its other monetary policies, are not constant but rather 
governed by economic variables. 

It should be mentioned that to leave the interest rates on 
credits as high as they are now is liable to increase die cost of 
borrowing and, accordingly, the cost of national products and 
services. 

Unfortunately, no real change in this policy seems to be 
foreseen, at least not until such a time when dramatic 
improvements in our economic conditions take place. 

On the other hand, the business sector must reconsider the 
production cost while, at the same time, maintain quality stan- 
dards which guarantee our competitive edge. 

On the threshold of a new era characterised by intense com- 
petition. a good sign is the Medparteneriat, which, hopefully, 
will further the Euro- Jordanian partnership and set an exam- 
ple for similar ties between Jordan and other regional eco- 
nomic blocs that would enable the Kingdom to take advantage 
of and acquire vital know how and receive a good share of for- 
eign investments. 

Dr. Maher A. Waked, 
Amman. 


Europe has a major role to play in Asia-Pacific security 


By Paul Stares and Nicolas Regaud 

TOKYO — The sight of British forces departing 
Hong Kong has doubtless reinforced the general 
impression that Europe has irrevocably disengaged 
from the security affairs of the Asia- Pacific region. 
But the reality is one of growing not diminishing 
involvement. Important reasons exist, moreover, 
for Europe to play a much greater role in the 
future. 

Though undeniably modest when compared to 
America’s influence. Europe's contributions to 
regional security are significant: 

The European Union is now a regular participant 
in the ASEAN Regional Forum, established to pro- 
mote dialogue and mutual confidence in East Asia. 
The EU is also making an active effort to stabilise 
the Korean Peninsula, first with a pledge of S90 
million to the Korean Energy Development 
Organisation to help forestall nuclear proliferation 
and, more recendy, with 569 million in food aid to 
the North. 

European countries have also been heavily 
involved in the self-defence efforts of regional 
powers, primarily with arms transfers but also 
through industrial cooperation, military training 
programmes and joint exercises. These activities 
have al! increased steadily since the end of the cold 
war. 

During the 1990s, Britain and France have vig- 


orously pursued defence cooperation agreements 
with countries throughout East Asia. Both, along 
with Germany, have also begun holding regular 
security dialogues with Japan. France, moreover, 
has recently launched an independent initiative to 
engage China on a variety of security issues. 

In general, however. Europe’s involvement in 
Asia-Pacific security is a patchwork effort pursued 
without overarching design or higher coordination. 
This deficiency should be redressed for two funda- 
mental reasons. 

First. Europe's growing economic stake in the 
Asia-Pacific region demands it. Over a quarter of 
the EU’s external trade — nearly S1S0 billion in 
1995 — is with East Asia. EU members have also 
made substantial investments in (he region that are 
now valued at around $75 billion. While lower 
than U.S. levels, the difference is not so significant 
and certainly does not justify the much lower 
European security role. 

Second, European countries may be drawn into a 
major regional crisis whether they like it or not. 
This is particularly true for Britain and France in 
their capacity as permanent members of the UN. 
Security Council. The United States is also likely 
to request the support of its principal allies should 
it become militarily engaged, something that 
would be difficult to duck without alienating their 
primary security guarantor. 

And lest they be overlooked, both Britain and 


France have made important — albeitjnon-binding 
— commitments to the security of key countries in 
the region, notably South Korea, Singapore. 
Malaysia and Brunei. Some of these agreements 
are remnants of the cold war, other vestiges of the 
colonial era. Regardless, they remain in effect and 
could be invoked in the future. 

In short. Europe's direct interest in promoting 
peace and stability in the Asia-Pacific region 
necessitates a more active and coherent policy of 
engagement. 

Clearly this is easier said than done. Europe's 
progress towards a common foreign and security 
policy lags well behind its aspirations. The twin 
goals of deeper European integration and enlarge- 
ment have also become all-consuming priorities 
and thus leave little enthusiasm, to say nothing of 
additional resources, for bold new initiatives 
beyond Europe. 

The trick, therefore, is to do more with similar 
levels of effon. Pulling it off entails better coordi- 
nation and collaboration among the most interest- 
ed stales. Practical steps to this end include the fol- 
lowing: 

— Establish a high-level contact group for Asia- 
Pacific. This would exchange assessments, discuss 
initiatives and generally build consensus on such 
matters as responding to a Korean crisis, engaging 
Chino, defusing conflict over Taiwan and defining 
a common arms sales policy. 


— Make European participation in the ASEAN 
Regional Forum more effective. The EU’s current 
weak representation needs to be reformulated and 
room found for British and French membership. » 
only on a rotating basis. 

— Bolster Europe's military options and contin- 
gency planning. Britain and France now deptoj 
modest forces at irregular intervals to the rcgi ffll - 
By combining their assets for joint exercises. J 
more meaningful presence would be possible 
without additional cost. Fbrces from other 
European countries could join them if desired. 

— Develop a coordinated dialogue with Japan- 
China and the United States on Asia-Pacific secu- 
rity. By building on existing tics. Europe can play 
a useful moderating role in fostering a stable trilat- 
eral relationship among these three powers, 3 
process that is absolutely critical to the cqoilR* n " 
um of the region. 

Europe’s colonial presence in East Asia is mdeed 
nearly over — Macau's reversion in 1999 will end 
it finally — but the stakes are too high and the 
world too small for it to stay ont of the sccurJ ^ 
affairs of the region. 

Paul Stares is a senior research fellow and Nicrb* 
Regaud is a visiting research fellow at the Jap™ 
Institute of International Affairs in Totya- 
article is reprinted from the International HeraW 
Tribune. 
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Features 


Revealed at last: Why boys will be boys and girls will be girls 



The chromosomes pictured at the left come From a woman — because the sex chromosomes are both Xs (circled). The other set comes from a man, because it includes the X and V sex genes (circled, right). 
One must have a Y gene to be male. Though both sexes have the ‘intuition’ gene, located somewhere near the centre of the X chromosome, it only functions in women 


By Charles Arthur 

IT IS the gene that explains 
feminine intuition. It is the 
gene that explains why you 
can persuade a group of 
adolescent men to attack a 
machine-gun emplacement. 
It is the gene that explains 
why New Men are made, 
not bom. 

Its effects may be subtle, 
but a team of British scien- 
tists is quite certain that 
they have tracked it down 
to the X chromosome — 
one of the two sex chromo- 
somes. 

The discovery marks the 
first time that behavioural 
differences between sexes 
have been pinpointed to a 
single location on one chro- 
mosome. Its implications 
are far-reaching. Professor 
David Skuse. who led the 
research at the Institute of 
Child Health, said: "It may 
imply that wc need to think 
seriously about providing 
more structured social edu- 
cation for boys, compared 
to girls.” 

He emphasised chat the 
gene is not a “gene for 
criminality.” or for misbe- 
haviour — though it may 
explain why boys can more 
easily be persuaded to 
behave badly: They are less 
able to see that their behav- 
iour is errant. 

Both men and women 
have the gene — but it is 
only "switched on” in 
women. Its effect is to 
make them responsive to 
others and able to recognise 
social norms without 
prompting. 

"Feminine intuition 
comes about by observing 
non-verbal behaviour,” stud 
Professor Skuse. “It has a 
genetic origin. It's nothing 
to do with hormones. Boys 
aren’t poor at this because 
of testosterone. It’s because 
of the X chromosome.'’ 

Such a definite sexual 
split in the allocation of a 
gene would have to have an 
evolutionary advantage for 
both 1 1 genders. Professor 


Skuse said: “While girls 
pick up social skills from 
those around them, boys 
are a blank slate to be writ- 
ten upon. The question is. 
why is it advantageous for 
males to be socially insen- 
sitive? We do not know for 
sure. 

“It could mean that it's 
easier for a dominant male 
in a tribe to recruit them to 
a bunting party — p. or, even 
for war! 1 don't, think many 


young women would be 
prepared to go into the face 
of guns like young men did 
al Gallipoli. And being less 
empathic makes it easier to 
go out and kill somebody.” 

But be did have some 
reassuring words. “This 
finding does not mean that 
men are incapable of learn- 
ing social skills. But it does 
mean they have to be taught 
them.” ' 

New.lyjen, therefore, can. 


only occur through educa- 
tion — (hey aren't bom to 
the role. 

Like ay other genes, this 
one instructs the body to 
make a single protein, 
which has not yet been 
identified. But Professor 
Skuse doubled that we will 
ever be able to bottle femi- 
nine intuition. The protein 
seepis to affect the brain, 
probably during . the 
embry o stage. 


The conclusions, reported 
recently in the science jour- 
nal Nature, emerged from 
interviews with parents of 
children who have a rare 
genetic condition known as 
Turner's Syndrome. Nor- 
mally. men have an X chro- 
mosome (inherited from 
their mother) and a Y chro- 
mosome (from their 
father); women have two X 
chromosomes, each inherit- 
ed from their parents. Turn- 


er's Syndrome, which only 
affects females, is caused 
by faulty cell division 
before conception, and 
leaves them with a single X 
chromosome rather than 
two because the egg or 
sperm fails to deliver an X 
cliromosome. 

Girls with the syndrome 
are usually of normal intel- 
ligence, but they frequently 
struggle to learn social 
behaviour such as recognis- 


ing non-verbal signals. 

Psychological tests on 80 
girls with this condition 
found that the effect was 
more marked in those who 
had received their single X 
gene from their mothers. In 
those whose X gene came 
from their father, the lack 
of social skills was less 
marked. 

This is because of a 
process called "imprint- 
ing": when two copies of a 


gene are inheriied. only one 
will function. The "intu- 
ition" gene is turned off in 
the father's cells — but 
turned on. or imprinted, in 
his sperm. By contrast, the 
gene is turned off in the 
mother's egg cells • - 
meaning that under normal 
circumstances a male can- 
not inherit feminine intu- 
ition. 

The hulepemleni 


India, home to most of 
world’s tigers, too weak 
to protect them 


By Raryaa Roy 

The Associated Press 

BANDIPUR. India — 
Deep in the jungle of the 
Bandipnr animal reserve 
stands a straw shack. It 
shelters a key — and per- 
haps weakest — link in the 
campaign to save India's 
tigers from extinction. 

Sipping black tea. a rusty 
3 14-calibre, bolt-action 
rifle slung over his shoul- 
der by a pajama draw- 
string, forest guard D.P. 
Rathore sits in the sback 
surrounded by a ditch that 
keeps the wildlife at bay. 

He is one of only 16 offi- 
cers who guard against 
poaching in the 800- 
square-kilometer Ban dipur 
forest in southern India. 
Every day, Rathore saun- 
ters in his rubber sandals 
16 kilometers back and 
forth through the jungle. 
To report trouble, he has to 
walk 15 kilometers to the 
nearest park office with a 
radio. 

Thirteen years after India 
started project tiger with 
the goal of saving the big 
cat in its last natural habi- 
tats, conservationists say it 
is woefully underfinanced 
and has little to show for 
its efforts. 

Game wardens in the 
reserve forests have few 
jeeps, no radios, no uni- 
forms, and few weapons, 
none of them modem. 

An average of one tiger 
is killed every day in India, 
which is home to the 
majority of the world’s 
tigers. Only about 3,000 
are estimated to remain in 
the wild here, down from 
40,000 at the beginning of 
the century when die world 
had 100,000 tigers. The 
world total now stands at 


about 5.000 tigers. 

Poaching is spurred by 
growing international 
demand for tiger parts for 
use in traditional Asian 
medicines. Ethnic Chinese 
are the main consumers, 
but many others are 
increasingly turning to 
balms and lotions mile of 
tiger parts in the belief it 
cures a host of ailments 
from infertility to rheuma- 
tism. 


The world wildlife fund 
estimates illicit trading in 
tigers and other endan- 
gered animals is worth $6 
billion a year around the 
world. At the front lines of 
the war to protect tigers are 
Rathore and bis colleagues 
at Bandipur. He wocks 
eight straight days, then 
gets a day off. 

“He is like a beat police- 
man” says S.N. 
Rajagopal, deputy conser- 
vator of forests in 
Bandipur, one of the 
largest of India’s 23 tiger 
reserves. 

Bandipur gets about 5 
million rupees ($143,000) 
a year from project tiger, 
which is partly financed by 
international environmen- 


tal groups. Other parks get 
more or less depending on 
their size. The project is 
controlled by federal 
bureaucrats, often with lit- 
tle or no experience in con- 
servation, and officials of 
die Indian forest service. 

"I was given one pair of 
shoes when I joined this 
job six months back. 1 
have to use it carefully,” 
says Mr. Rathore. whose 
monthly salary is 2,600 


rupees, or a little more 
than $70. 

Nine park wardens in 
Bandipur are supposed to 
have jeeps, but only one 
does. 

“On paper there are a lot 
of vehicles, but most of 
them are condemned to the 
garage ” Mr. Rajagopal 
says as he bounces along a 
forest track in a minibus 
used both for officials and 
tourist safaris. “We have 
very little money to 
increase the facilities. Sev- 
enty per cent of our money 
goes in wages." 

Critics contend very little 
of project tiger’s money 
trickles down to the parks 
and low-ranking rangers 
who do the main work in 


protecting tigers and man- 
aging forests. Most of the 
money is spent on wages, 
repair and upkeep of 
equipment. 

“I would hazard a guess 
that not more than 10 per 
cent of the money was 
actually spent in the field 
to protect the tiger,” says 
Bittu SahgaJ, editor of 
Sanctuary magazine and a 
well-known environmen- 
talist. 

Park officials say 
Bandipur has 70 tigers. 
Many local conservation- 
ist- . : iink it is less, saying 
the o.Yicial figure is based 
on poor counting tech- 
niques. 

Tiger sighting are so rare 
the park has a register to 
record them. A recent 
check showed just twp 
sightings by hundreds ctf 
visitors and the 200 mem- 
bers of the park staff. 

Mr. Rajagopal, the 
deputy conservator, insists 
his park has not been rav- 
aged by poachers, as have 
many in northern India. He 
says the last poaching 
occurred in Bandipur two 
years ago, but many con- 
servationists say most 
poaching goes unreported. 

“If a poaching incident is 
reported, for instance, the 
officer is quite likely to 
face a departmental 
inquiry for failing to per- 
form his duty ” says Sah- 
gal, the new Delhi-based 
conservationist 

Indeed, local newspapers 
recently reported a new 
wave of poaching in the 
region. A conservation 
group describes the area 
around Bandipur, includ- 
ing two neighbouring ele- 
phant reserves, as a verita- 
ble marketplace for animal 
products. 


“An average of one tiger is killed 
every day in India, which is home 
to the majority of the worlds tigers . 
Only about 3,000 are estimated to 
remain in the wild here, down from 
40,000 at the beginning of the cen- 
tury when the world had 100,000 
tigers . The world total now stands 
at about 5,000 tigers . ” 
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European states 


Egypt lowers 
tariffs to encourage 
foreign investment 


AMMAN ( Petra l — Jordan 
Saturday lifted a ban on 
milk, milk products and 
foodstuffs containing milk 
from Britain. Ireland. 
Switzerland. Portugal. 
France and the Nether- 
lands. 

An announcement on lift- 
ing the ban was made by 
Minister of Health and 
Health Care Ashraf Kurdi 
who said that the govern- 
ment has taken ibis deci- 
sion upon a recommenda- 
tion from the Kingdoms 
fuod board and a scientific 
committee which was 
studying the effects of the 
"mad cow” disease on milk 
products. 

Dr. Kurdi circulated the 
decision to the ministries of 
trade, industry and supply 
and agriculture as well as 


the Customs Department. 

The minister sent these 
institutions a report by a 
scientific committee with 
details of the research on 
the disease. 

Dr. Kurdi recommended 
that Jordan import milk 
from these sources if the 
shipment is enclosed with a 
certified certificate of ori- 
gin frc>m the producing 
country that the product is 
free of the mad cow dis- 
ease. 

But, llie memorandum 
also retained the ban on 
importing live cows and 
fresh or frozen beef from 
these countries. 

The ban was retained on 
medicines, cosmetics and 
pharmaceutical products 
which contain cow-rclaled 
products. 


CAIRO (.AFP) — The 
Egyptian government has 
decided to reduce by five 
per cent the tariffs on a 
range of imported products 
to promote foreign invest- 
ment in the country, offi- 
cials have said. 

"Under a decree that went 
into effect Friday, the cus- 
toms tariffs on certain 
imported paiducts varying 
between 40 and 55 per cent 
were reduced by five per 
cent,” Egyptian Cabinet 
Secretary Talaat Hammad 
was quoted as saying in the 
government daily Akhbar 


AJ Yum. 

The tariff reductions 
include electronic devices, 
rugs and cement, according 
to an Egyptian official, who 
added that the 40 to 135 per 
cent tax on imported vehi- 
cles would remain 
unchanged. 

The Egyptian govern- 
ment which launched a 
major initiative in 1991 to 
liberalise the country's 
state-run economy, has 
taken several measures to 
encourage foreign invest- 
ment. 


Tunisia steps up 
policy to spur exports 


Pakistan targets billion 
dollar boost in exports 


ISLAMABAD. Pakistan 

(AP) — Pakistan is aiming 
for a SI billion increase in 
exports next year, the state- 
run Associated Press of Pak- 
ktnii (APP) has reported Sat- 
urday. 

Commerce Minister 

Mohammad Ishaq Dar set 
Si 0 billion as the target for 
exports in the fiscal year 
which began June I. up from 


the year earlier when exports 
reached $8.7 billion. 

In a bid to boost invest- 
ments and jumpstart the 
industrial sector, the govern- 
ment has slashed export 
duties and eliminated taxes 
on machinery imported for 
industrial use. he said. "There 
should be no problem in 
reaching this target,” the APP 
quoted the minister as saying. 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia has 
scrapped a five per cent 
export duty in order to stim- 
ulate export-oriented busi- 
ness. 

At a meeting of a newly 
created export council. Pres- 
ident Zine AJ Abidine Ben 
Ali announced a set of mea- 
sures to spur export growth, 
including the streamlining 
of export procedures. 

He ordered the drafting of 
a legal framework for 
exports based on a “single 
document’ that would cut 
the red tape hampering cus- 
toms procedures. 

President Ben Ali instruct- 
ed the authorities to devise 
incentives to encourage 


Cyprus economy forecast 
to improve if tourism recovers 


NICOSIA (AFT) — Economic activity in 
Cypruv-this-year^ is-fforccust-to-show an 
improvement oxer 1996 as long as tourism 
recovers/' while -the fiscal deficit' and infla- 
tion will hold generally steady, the Central 
Bank governor has said. 

Weak domestic demand and a drop in 
tourism earnings saw gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDPi grow by just 1.9 per cent in 1996 
after galloping ahead by six per cent the year 
before. Governor Afxentis Afxentiou said, 
the official Cyprus News Agency (CNA) 
reported. 

The fiscal deficit blew out to 3.4 per cent 
of GDP last year from 1.0 per cent in 1995 
while the jobless rate and inflation also rose. 
Mr. Afxentiou said at a press conference pre- 
senting the bank’s 1996 annual report. 

But GDP i> expected to grow 2.5 per cent 
in 1997 if a rebound in the tourism sector on 
the eastern Mediterranean island continues. 

In contrast to the poor tourism perfor- 
mance in the early p;ut of the year, tourist 
arrivals in May alone increased by five per 
tent. 


“Indications are that an increase will also 
be-recorded in June, leading to an expected 
GDPgrowth rate of 2.5 per cent,” CNA said. 

"A'ccondjng to recent industry figures, 
tourist arrivals dropped by around seven per 
cent in 1996 to 1.95 million and foreign 
exchange earnings from the sector, which 
generate 18 per cent of GDP. slid by just 
under four per cent to 7S0 million pounds 
($ 1 .56 billion). 

Inflation in Cyprus is expected to continue 
on an upward trend to around 3.3 per cent in 
1997 compared with 3.0 per cent last year 
and 2.5 per cent in 1995. Mr. Afxentiou 
said, adding that unemployment rose to 3.1 
per cent last year from 2.6 per cent in 1 995. 

‘The unemployment rate, as well as the 
fiscal deficit as a percentage of GDP are not 
expected to show any significant change (in 
1 997).” CNA reported, quoting Mr. Afxen- 
tiou as saying that Cyprus had taken "every 
necessary measure lo curb and eradicate" the 
deficit. 


young exporters and extend 
the term of export licences 
from one year to two. 

Among the measures 
announced by President Ben 
AJi to boost export firms 
was the creation of an 
"exporter house” and spe- 
cialised offices to provide 
exporters with economic 
data and guidance. 

“Offices will be set at all 
involved public companies, 
government services and 
banks,” he said. 

The “exporter house"' will 
help arrange meetings 
between Tunisian business- 
men and their foreign part- 
ners. 


Japan gives 
Syria $9. 5m 
grant 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria has received Thurs- 
day a 1.099 million yen 
($9.5 million) development 
grant from Japan, the offi- 
cial Syrian news agency 
SANA said. 

Part of the aid will come 
in the form of agricultural 
machinery to increase food 
production in the gover- 
norate of Deir A1 Zur in 
east Syria, the agency said. 

The rest of the money 
will fund the second stage 
of a project to train engi- 
neers and technicians to 
operate steam and gas- 
powered electricity stations 
at Jandar near Homs. 160 
kilometres north of Damas- 
cus. 
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THE Daily Crossword 
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ACROSS 
1 Manx and 


5 Very greedy 
9 North Dakota 
city 

14 ben Adheirf 

15 Paddy plant 

16 Act vigorously 

17 Feature of a 
dromedary 

18 Tiny amount 

19 Piece of sod 

20 A degree 

21 Shiraz native 

22 Like some TV 
shows 

23 Fill with dismay: 
var. 

25 Cartography 
item 

28 Always. 


■ 29 On the level 

31 Pop singer 
i 33 Spot for a 
bracelet 

34 Type of leather 
* 35 Rebecca or 
Nathanael 

36 Room's partner 

37 Fit 

41 Goolagong of 
tennis 

43 Plumed bird 

44 Is taken in by a 
scalper 

47 Sedative 

48 Order at the bar 

49 Norm: abbr. 

50 Clutch 

51 Cape—, 
Portugal 

53 Strongman 

55 Soho tavern 

58 Flee to Gretna 
Green 

60 Fasten securely 

61 Help with the 
dishes 

62 Lorelei 

63 Danger — 

64 Musical James 

65 Well-known 
woodenhead 

66 Inquires 

67 School on the 
Thames 


■SI 
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by Bernice Gordon 

DOWN 

1 Sammy of 
music 

2 Border on 

3 Oscar wuiner 

4 Have a meal 

5 Noah's landing 
place 

6 Of great 
importance 

7 Computer 
picture 

8 “Ghost” star 

9 G-man 

10 Angle on a leaf 
stem 

11 Critic's opinion 

12 Cringe 

13 Playful animals « 

21 — dixit 

24 Stone thrower : 

26 Old, to Bums : 

27 Before: pref. 

29 Turn left : 

30 Song from “A * 

Chorus Line" 

31 Banking deals * 

32 Slow musical 1 

passage * 

34 “Who's the 

Boss?” star 1 
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36 Vessel 46 Mi 

38 "Legends of the 47 Cl 

Fair actor 50 St 

39 Rent 52 Mi 

40 Summer along 54 Cr 

the Seine Mi 

42 Govt. offs. 56 — 

43 Group of poems 

44 Monstrous 57 Nt 

woman 69 Fc 

45 Fiddle 61 Mi 


46 More! 

47 Clerical wear 
50 Squint 

52 Mimic 
54 City in New 
Mexico 

56 — date 

(modem) 

57 Navy or green 
59 Football position 
61 Microscopic 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Sunday, July 20, 1997 


Saudi billionaire prince eyeing Lebanon deals 


BEIRUT (R) — Mega- 
investor Saudi Prince A 1 
Waleed Bin TaJal is eye- 
ing Lebanon, where "he 
plans to fide the recon- 
struction boom with 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars invested in 
tourism and banking. 

'■The prince is looking 
at mainly tourism and 
banking m Lebanon," a 
source close lo the 
prince who requested 
anonymity told Reuters. 

"Lebanon used to be 
the biggest tourism mar- 
ket in rhe Middle East 
and now with the recon- 
struction the prince 
thinks tourism will be 
hot again." he added. 

Prince Al Waleed, 


who has a huge interna- 
tional portfolio of 
investments ranging 
from computers to 
theme parks, this year 
became a major partner 
in Beirut finance house 
Lebanon Invest after 
buying an undisclosed 
number or shares. 

The source would not 
put a price tag on Prince 
Al Waieed's investment 
plan in Lebanon, but 
said it ran into the hun- 
dreds of millions of dol- 
lars. 

“We think this is the 
right cycle for Lebanon 
and the country has high 
potential ” he said. 

Lebanon, still recover- 
ing from a devastating 
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Exports rise by 6.5 per cent 
during first quarter of this year 


** NATIONAL EXPORTS rose by 6.5 per cent during 
the first quarter of this year as they totalled JD226.6 mil- 
lion compared to JD212.8 million during the same period 
in 1996, a report prepared by the Studies and Planning 
Directorate at the Ministry of Planning has revealed, 
According to the report, reexports were lower by 8.5 per 
cent falling to JD53.8 million from JD58.8 million 
recorded during the first quarter of last year. As for 
imports during the first three months of 1997, the total , 
was 2.1 per cent higher at JD671.1 million compared to 
JD657.4 million posted during the same months of 19%. 

The traditional Arab markets absorbed JD93.1 million 
or 43.7 per cent of our total exports. India, Ethiopia and 
Israel bought goods and products worth JD23.3 million. 
Saudi Arabia lopped the list as exports to the neighbour- 
ing kingdom amounted to JD32.1 million, a growth of 35 
per cent from the JD23.8 million during the first three 
months of 19%. Exports to Iraq grew by 80 per cent 
reaching JD24.6 million during the first quarter of this 
year (JD13.5 million in 1996.1. 

Exports to the Palestinian self-rule areas did not exceed 
JD1.8 million although the amount was a 125 per cent 
increase over the 19% first quarter amount of JD0.8 mil- 
lion. Exports to Israel amounred to JD2.7 million but the 
report said that exports to both the Israeli and Palestinian 
markets were still below the target level. The report 
attributed die low volume to some customs procedures 
followed in Israel and the inability of Jordanian industri- 
al goods to compete in the Israeli market which require 
specifications similar to a great extent to the European 
specifications. 

The re pen said Jordanian exports have not yet been 
able to really penetrate the foreign markets and that is 
probably due to the lower quality of Jordanian industrial 
goods compared to the foreign-made and the weak mar- 
keting capabilities. Other reasons, the report added, could 
be the industrialists’ lack of knowledge about the export 
potential to outside markets due to the absence of infor- 
mation about those markets and export procedures, espe- 
cially for small industries which constitute a high per- 
centage of Jordanian industries. 

The trade deficit during the first quarter of 1997 stood 
at JD390.7 million, 1 .3 per cent higher than the JD385.8 
million deficit at the end of first quarter of last year. The 
report said the rise in the deficit was less than any other 
period in the past ( AJ Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF« By Glasbergen 
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1975-90 civil war, has 
mounted a multi-billion 
dollar drive to rebuild 
the country's infrastruc- 
ture and Beirut, once the 
region's banking and 
financial capital. 

Prince Al Waleed** 
plan to invest here is 
good news for the 
Lebanese government 
which is trying to restore 
investor confidence and 
is hoping to lure tourists 
with summer festivals. 

Some market watchers 
were optimistic that his 
interest in Lebanon 
would boost prospects. 

“For sure this is good 
news. What is interest- 
ing is what kind of direct 
investments he will pur- 


sue. That’s the key ques- 
tion," said one. 

But one broker was 
cautious. 

“It would be dangerous 
for the market to have 
one man holding hun- 
dreds of millions of dol- 
lars in investments” he 
said. 

The source close to 
Prince Al Waleed said he 
was interested in 
Lebanon’s congested 
banking sector. But he 
added that there were no 
negotiations underway 
with specific banks. 

One market watcher 
said the prince would 
probably be on the prow! 
tor small banks which 
are struggling to boost 


their capital. 

"It is likely that he will 
look to buy small banks 
which are having trouble 
meeting the obligation 
to raise their capital" he 
said. 

He said the prince is in 
the final stages of nego- 
tiations with real estate 
firm Solidere. Lebanon’s 
biggest company, to buy 
property to build a $100 
million Four Seasons 
Hotel in the city centre. 

The prince said last 
month that he had 
forged a partnership 
with a Lebanese busi- 
nessman to open a Plan- 
et Hollywoood restau- 
rant in Beirut. 


UAE banks perform better 
in first half of this year 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Banks in the United Arab 
Emirates (UaE) performed 
better in the first half of 
1997 and the trend is 
expected to continue 
through the year because of 
an economic upturn, 
bankers have said. 

Unaudited inter-bank 
reports showed most of the 
Gulf country's 47 national 
and foreign banks netted at 
least 10 per cent higher 
profits. 

"Reports circulated 
among banks showed most 
of them boosted net profits 
by at least 1 0 per cent in the 
first half of this vear." a 
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.640 

.350 

C3NTHAL GKK. STORAGE 

g 

0.00 

6 

1000 

693 

• 38 

■ .39 

.01* 

.670 

.410 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 
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0.00 

17 

33350 

14341 

.42 
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.01* 

.950 

.540 
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B 

0- 00 

30 

72500 

40738 

.55 

.58 

.03* 

.640 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

4 
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.70 

.70 

— 

.660 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

B 

5B00 

2610 

.45 

.45 

- 

.950 

.720 
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p 

0.00 

2 

10250 

5226 

-75 

.76 

.01* 

.950 

.610 

AL-DAHLXYAH 75* 

61.4 

0.00 

8 

15190 

5774 

.63 

.64 

.01* 

.750 

.400 

SATL. HOLT . BBS . NAHZCO 

9 

0.00 

6 

9100 

4641 

.51 

.51 

- 

.960 

.900 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

11.3 

0.00 

1 

1000 

940 

.93 

.94 

.01* 

.650 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

32.6 

6.94 

17 

43769 

31513 

.73 

.12 

.01- 

.580 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

9 

0.00 

1 

50 

25 

-50 

-50 

- 

.730 

.600 

MID EAST PBAHH. 75* 

E 

0.00 

2 
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.61 

.62 

.01* 
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.660 
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9 

0.00 

1 
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.94 

— 

.660 

.550 
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E 

0.00 

3 

4400 
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.55 

.56 

.01* 

.600 

.320 

INDS. BUG. 

20.3 

0.00 

1 

750 

248 

.33 

.33 

— 

.860 

.750 

INDS. CERAMIC 

19.7 

0.00 

1 

100 

75 

.75 

.75 

— 

.760 

.560 

PEARL SAN- P. fXmV. 

E 

o.ao 

4 

1538 

655 

.56 

.56 

- 

.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

6 

0.00 

4 

5350 

3210 

-61 

.SO 

.01- 

1.000 

.730 

HAT -ALUMINIUM- 75* 

P 

0.00 

6 

2331 

1142 

.73 

.74 

.01* 

1.020 

.720 

ARAB I NT. POOD FACT. 

34.7 

0.00 

11 

110000 

79200 

.74 

.72 

.02- 

.670 

.590 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.9 

15.63 

26 

52550 

33522 

.63 

.54 

.01* 
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bank manager said, asking 
anonymity. ** This is a nat- 
ural result of an economic 
upswing in the UAE and 
better investment results by 
the banks.” 

An economic boom 

caused by a surge in oil 
prices and higher govern- 
ment spending in 1996 
enabled the UAE\s banks 10 
net their highest earnings 
since the end of the oil 
boom 1 4 years ago. 

The balance sheets of 15 
national banks which pub- 
lished 1996 results showed 
their net profits surged by 
around 1 7 per cent to 2.29 
billion dirhams (S623 mil- 
lion) from 1.95 billion 
dirhams ($531 million) in 
1995. 

The 28 foreign banks also 
reported sharp growth in 
their earnings. 

“Banks are benefining 
from a surge in projects in 
the country, in both the 
public and private sectors. 
This is mainly because the 
government has boosted 
spending, and die private 
sector is encouraged by the 
general trend of die econo- 
my over the past few 
years," a UAE banker said. 

"Another factor is that oil 
prices have remained 
strong this year. For banks, 
this means more liquidity in 
the UAE and consequently, 
more activity." he added. 

The UAE economy 
soared by nearly 10 per 
cent in 19% as a result of 
the increase in oil prices 
and stronger performance 
by the non-oil sector. 

Officials have projected 
another good year in 1997, 
with the gross domestic 
product rising by around 
4.4 per cent to 171 billion 
dirhams ($46.59 billion) 
from 163.7 billion dirhams 
($44.60 billion) in 1996. 

The non-oil sector is fore- 
cast to grow by around 5.6 


per cenl while investments 
are expected to peak at 41 
billion dirhams (SI 1.17 bil* 
lion). 

The UAE is one of only a 
few countries which have 
not been hit by the decline 
in oil prices over the past 
decade as its crude produc- 
tion has risen sharply. 

Bur the country, which 
controls nearly 10 per cent 
of the world's proven oil 
reserves, has sought to ease 
reliance on crude export 
earnings by encouraging 
the private sector and 
investing heavily in indus- 
try and other fields. 

Bankers said the bulk of 
the profits by the UAE 
banks came from credits, 
mainly to trade, construc- 
tion and industrial projects. 

"The combined profits of 
the UAE banks have steadi- 
ly grown since 1988. They 
have not recorded negative 
growth in any year," a 
banker said. "You can say 
this year will be a natural 
extension of the previous 
years.” 

Stockbrokers said the 
prices of shares of banks, 
which publish only annual 
results, have increased by 
around 10 per cent in the 
first half of this year 
because of leaking reports 
about their robust perfor- 
mance. 

The increase combined 
with strong demand for 
other shares to boost the 
unofficial stock index by 
6.6 per cent to 2,646.02 
points on Tuesday, up from 
2,480.90 on Jan 1. 

The UAE. a key organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries member, has 
the Gulf s second largest 
banking sector after Saudi 
Arabia in terms of assets. It 
stood at 186 billion dirhams 
($50.6 billion) at the end of 
1996. 


Kurdish group makes 
million dollars a 
day — Iraqi opposition 


DUBAI (AFP) — An Iraqi 
Kurd group is raking in at 
least $1 million a day in 
profits from illegal trade 
across the Turkish border, 
the Iraqi opposition has 
charged. 

It said the bulk of the 
profits came from selling 
eight million litres of diesel 
oil on a daily basis to Turk- 
ish truck drivers crossing 
into Kurdish-held northern 
Iraq and from border taxes. 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein's son Uday takes 
40 per cent of the $800,000 
in profits on diesel sales 
while the rest goes to the 
Kurdistan Democratic 


Party (KDP) of Massoud 
Baraani. according to the 
Iraqi National Congress 
(INC). 

Imports of cigarettes, 
exports of wheat, and 
smuggling alcohol into Iran 
are other lucrative sources 
for tbe KDP, the London- 
based INC said in a state- 
ment received in Dubai. 

The issue of tax and trade 
revenues has been the key 
source of conflict since 
1994 between the KDP and 
Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK), two groups 
which have controlled 
northern Iraq in defiance of 
Baghdad since 1991. 
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“You should be glad Pm dull. 
Excitement is what gets 
husbands in trouble!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Kami Arnold «nd MO* ArgMon 


Unscramble ihsse four Juufotefi. 
one tatter to each square, to form 
four ordfoary words. 


Vbute stealing 
my Ones 


They're 
my lineal 


NOP1A 


orar Mug* Ifeda Si 

EDDIC 


NAVIED 


IMRAUD 




WHAT THE 
COMPETITIVE 
ACTRESSES PIP 
&ACK5TA&B, 

Now arrange ihe dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by i he above cartoon. 


Print answer here: X X Xj £ X J 

{Answers tomorrow) 

JumbJea; GUMMY SKIMP PENMAN HAUNCH 
Answer Why the phone soflettor tailed - 
* TOO MANY HANGUPS 


DA JAM 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


ff&m 



Quality Serviced Suites 

* One & Two Bedroom* * FuBy 
Equ^jpcdKitchcnattes’Dailyi 
Long Stay * ReawntMe Rates 



1 18 Also in Brazil 


STUDIO HR 1 6 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20 x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite I 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


crown «cm 

* OLYMPIC SIZE A 
SWIMMING POOLK^B 
1 TENNIS & W^W 

SQUASH 
COURTS 
' SAUNA, / 

Jacuzzi & [ jmm 
MASSAGE JIW 

* FITNESS r ■ 

ROOM (J rv^ 
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Radio & tv station RD. 
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SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 
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AIRPORT EXPRESS 

Modem Alr-Condltfoned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdafl 
to Airport and Back 
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Jordan earns fourth gold 
medal, adds silver in judo 

Table tennis team beats Libya, moves to semis 



XI 

qyuyqj-H 


By Aleen Bannayan 
and JSYIF 
press committee 

THE BOXING team contin- 
ued to add medals for 
Jordan Saturday when 
Mohammad Abu Khadijeh 
won the fourth gold medal 
after defeating Syria’s 
Mahdi Kahan 22-8 on 
points in the heavyweight, 
over 91 -kilogramme catego- 
ry on the 7th day of the 8 th 
Pan-Arab Games currently 
underway in Beirut. 

Teammate Ayman Al Nadi 
hud won another gold 
medal earlier taking first 
place in the 63-kilogramme 
category after beating Saudi 
Arabia's Jam ’an Shuqairi 
1*1-7 on points. 

Mousa Khalaf took anoth- 
er silver for Jordan when he 
won the Kingdom's inau- 
gural judo participation in 
the Games after easily dis- 
posing of Syria’s 
Muhyeddin Rahim and 
beating Egypt's Sayved 
Bomizan. 

Jordan took seventh placp 
in the judo event in which 
1 1 countries took part. 

Following his win Nadi. 
27. told AFP that he desper- 
ately wanted to win the gold 
to direct the attention of 
Jordan's sports officials to 
his plight. 

“i am unemployed. 1 have 
three children and many 
times skip practice since I 
don't have transportation 
money.” 

Ministry of Youth and 


Sports Secretary General 
Thouqan Obeidat then 
announced that Nadi would 
be employed at the ministry 
in support of his efforts. 

In the table tennis compe- 
tition and following their 
wins over Palestine and 
Lebanon and defeat to 
Egypt, Jordan moved closer 
to a medal after a 3-0 win 
over Libya. 

Jordan will meet Morocco 
today hoping to win to 
advance to the final match. 

Saturday’s three medals 
brought Jordan's tally up to 
15 with four gold, three sil- 
ver and 8 bronze medals. 

The Kingdom's medals 
included two bronze by 
Khaldoun Abdul Hameed 
and Basel Hindawi of the 
boxing team. Fakhreddin 
Fuad had clinched the 
Kingdom's second gold 
medal in the high jump, 
while teammate Ala' Abdul 
Had! secured a bronze 
medal in the triple jump. 

Ayed Khawaldeh became 
the first Jordanian to win 
three weightlifting medals: 
Nada Kawar had won 
Jordan's first gold medal in 
the discus and added a silver 
medal in the shot put; AmaJ 
Matari won a bronze in the 
women's marathon: Amer 
Natour took silver and 
bronze medals in fencing 
and Kanral Abdul Majid 
took another bronze in box- 
ing. 

Over 3,000 athletes con- 
verged on Beirut for the 
largest gathering of Arab 


youth since the event was 
last held in Syria in 1992. 

With Iraqi athletes barred 
from competition because 
of a boycott threat by 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
19 countries are taking part 
in the Beirut Games with 
only Somalia and the 
Comoros missing the event 

Twenty events are being 
held at the Games excluding 
kick-boxing, handball, 
gymnastics, body-building, 
hockey, diving and water 
polo for technical and finan- 
cial reasons. 

The Kingdom's 187- 
strong delegation which 
includes 94 men and 33 
women athletes are compet- 
ing in 14 of the '20 events. 
The delegation also includes 
27 officials, 20 coaches and 
1 3 referees. 

Jordan dropped participa- 
tion in cycling, tennis and 
volleyball, and will be com- 
peting in athletics, basket- 
ball. karate, swimming, 
taekwondo, table tennis, 
boxing, equestrian, fencing, 
soccer, weightlifting, judo, 
freestyle and Graeco- 
Roman wrestling and shoot- 
ing. Other events at the 
Games include golf and 
yachting. 

In line 153 th international 
rules, drug testing was 
introduced for the first time 
since the Arab Games were 
launched in 1933. All gold 
medalists are being tested 
for performance-enhancing 
drugs, in addition to one 
other competitor selected in 


Schedule or events of Jordanian competitors at the 8th 
Pan-Arab Games for Sunday July 20, 1997 

* Soccer Jondan-Oman 

• Table Tennis men’s second round matches 

- Weightlifting Awad Aboudi (130 kilogrammes) 

Medal standings following Friday’s events at the 
8th Pan-Arab Gaines 


Nation 

C 

* 

¥ 

S 

B 

Total 

Egypt 

2 

3 

16 

15 

54 

Algeria 

1 

7 

16 

f 16 

49 

Morocco 

1 

2 

11 

5 

28 

Qatar 

8 


4 

2 

14 

Tunisia 

6 


3 

?7 

16 

Saudi Arabia 

4 


5 

5 

14 

Syria 

2 


10 

16 

28 

Lebanon 

n 


6 

10 

18 

Jordan 

2 


2 

8 

12 ■ 

Kuwait 

1 


5 

S 

14 

Oman 

I 


I 

1 

3 

Sudan 

0 


1 

2 

3 


a draw in each event 

Lebanon is hosting the 
Arab World's premier sports 
event for the first time since 
the second Arab Games in 
1957. 

Jordan has received 
approval to host the 9th Pan- 
Arab Games in 2001. 
Kuwait was chosen as a 
substitute in case Jordan 
withdrew their bid. 

Jordanian sports officials 
have underlined their sup- 
port for organising and tak- 
ing part in the Pan- Arab 
Games which have only 
been held seven times since 
1953. 

But the Games, designed 
to emphasise Arab brother- 


hood, were clouded by 
Lebanon’s refusal to grant 
the Iraqi team entry visas 
for fear of provoking 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Jordan has taken part in all 
past seven Pan- Arab Games 
gaining a total of 49 medals 
(7 gold, 16 silver, 26 
bronze). 

Jordan finished 9th overall 
in the last Pan-Arab Games 
in 1992 with 1 gold, 6 silver 
and 6 bronze medals. 

The Pan-Arab Games 
were held in Alexandria 
1953, Beirut ^ 1957. 
Casablanca 1961, Cairo 
1965, Damascus 1976, 
Rabat 1985 and Damascus 
1992. , 


Jordan loses to Tunisia in women’s basketball, 
still has a chance at bronze medal 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

JORDAN'S WOMEN’S basketball 
team Saturday lost 52-41 to Tunisia 
in their third match dimming their 
hopes of a bronze medal in the five- 
team event 

Jordan held on to a 22-22 first half 
score against the more experienced 
Tunisians before conceding the loss. 
However, they still have a chance at 
a medal in their final match against 
Lebanon Tuesday which they will 
have to win to take third place. 

Jordan led 10-6 at the beginning 
of the match and kept a slight lead 
throughout the first half in which 
Tunisia managed to tie the score in 
the final minute of the half. 

While Jumana Salti scored 1 1 of 
her 18 points in the first half, her 
teammates Hala Khalaf and Luma 
Abu Judum had an instrumental role 
in penetrating the Tunisian defence. 

In the second half. Tunisia applied 
a press defence leading to turnovers 
especially after limiting the move- 
ment of Jordan's playmaker Hala 
Muheisen. 

Scoring came as follows: jumana 
Salti 17. Hala Muheisen 10. Luma 



Women's basketball team 

Abu Judum 8 . Hind Ghouri 4, Rana 
Husseini 2 Hala Khalaf I. 

Tunisia's coach praised the 
Kingdom’s team but added: ‘‘Your 
players only played one half. We 
took control of the other." 

Jordan’s coach Fadi Sabbah said: 
“Tunisia are a strong team and I did- 


n't expect my players to play so 
well against them. We await our 
match against Lebanon." 

In other matches, Tunisia beat 
Lebanon 55-52 and both seem well- 
placed to take the top places. Jordan 
had lost to Egypt 79-46 in then- 
opening match while Lebanon beat 


Syria 57-44. 

Jordan had boosted their chances 
following a hard fought 56-53 win 
over Syria. 

Jordan's win over Syria was a 
moral-boosting result for the team 
and women’s basketball in general 
as a big question mark loomed over 
the team’s participation in the Pan- 
Arab Games after they lost three of 
their friendly matches against Syria 
and were the only given the go- 
ahead to take part in the Games to 
ensure continuity for the women's 
game which had been non-existent 
from 1983-1995 when the team 
took part in the Asian 
Championship. 

Jumana Salti, who was chosen as 
one of the Asian Championships’ 
five top players in 1 995 is leading 
the Jordanian team which includes 
Rana Husseini, Hala Muheisen. 
Zina Farah, Luma Abu Judum, Hind 
Ghouri, Hala Khalaf, Hala Ghattas, 
Lubna Masri, Sirsa Naghaway. Tala 
Mauge and Tetyana Qardan. 

Basketball is the only team sport 
Jordan’s women will take part in. 
Individual sports are athletics, 
swimming, taekwondo, equestrian 
and table tennis. 


Jordan Times, Sunday, July 20, 1997 
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Zeid Alkh as (L) of Jordan fights for the ball with Kama! Aqabi (R) of Morocco trie 
to block him under the Moroccan basket during the qualification round of the Pan- 
Arab Games in Beirut (Reuters photo) 

Soccer team meets Oman; basketball 
players prepare to face Syria 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN NEEDS to beat 
Oman Sunday in order to 
qualify to the second round 
of the soccer competition at 
the Pan-Arab Games cur- 
rently underway in Beirut. 

The Kingdom’s team had 
lost earlier chances to 
secure early qualification 
when they lost a 1-0 lead 
against Libya and conceded 
the equaliser to the their 
opponenrs as the match 
ended 1 - 1 . 

Their match against 
Lebanon had also ended in a 
1-1 draw. 

Lebanon qualified to the 
second round after beating 
Libya 2-1 Saturday evening 
and Jordan will now have to 
beat Oman to join them in 
the next round. 

Eight countries are taking 
part in the soccer event. 
Group 1 includes Jordan 
Lebanon, Oman and Libya. 
Group 2 includes Kuwait, 
the UAE, Syria and 
Mauritania. 

The top two teams in each 
group qualify to the second 
round the top two teams of 
which move to the final 
while the other two will 
play for third and fourth 
places. 

Jordanian team officials 
were hopeful they got the 
easier draw facing teams 
they had met recently. 


In World Cup qualifiers 
last April, they beat Oman 
2-1 and 4-1 in while draw- 
ing 0-0 and losing 1-0 to 
Lebanon. 

The team was impressive 
in training matches against 
top Turkish teams of 

Gal alas aray and 

Istanbulsport 


Men’s team needs to 
beat Syria to quality 

As Jordan’s qualifying 
chances were boosted after 
Saudi Arabia notched up an 
excellent 94-70 win over 
defending champions Syria, 
the Kingdom’s team needs 
to do the same Tuesday to 
move to the second round of 
the men’s basketball com- 
petition. 

The team had two days off 
before playing their crucial 
match which they will have 
to win to qualify as only the 
top two teams in each group 
will contest the semifinal 
round starting July 23. 

Playing in Group 1, 
Jordan beat Morocco 59-47 
in their last match to keep 
alive their qualifying hopes. 
They beat Libya 95-66 in 
the opening match, and lost 
88-59 to Saudi Arabia. 
Group 2 includes Lebanon, 
Qatar, the UAE and Kuwait. 

In their match against 
Morocco the Kingdom’s 
team dictated the pace and 


seemed to have overcome 
technical difficulties sur- 
rounding the head coach 
whose tantrums led officials 
to add Rizeq Masri and 
women’s coach Fadi 
Sabbah to assist him during 
matches. 

The team is led by a 
young line-up including 
Zeid Alkhas, Mahmoud 
Sh’aban, and Faisal Nsour 
having a tough task ahead 
with big names like Hilal 
Barakat, Yousef Zagbloul, 
Naser Bushnaq and Marwan 
Ma'touq missing from the 
line-up. 

Jordan had objected to the 
two group draw since rules 
stipulate that the nine com- 
peting teams should have 
been divided into three 
groups with the titleholders 
(Syria) atop one group, the 
runner up (Jordan) in anoth- 
er and the hosts (Lebanon) 
in the third. 

However, Lebanese offi- 
cials said Jordan’s represen- 
tative had not lodged a for- 
mal protest at the time of 
the draw it would not be 
accepted. 

Jordan had won the first 
gold medal iu team sports 
when the basketball team 
were crowned champions 
after defeating Iraq 80-78 in 
the final iu the 1985 Games 
in Morocco. They finished 
runner-up behind Syria in 
the 1992 Games in Syria. 


BEIRUT (AP.) — When Baya Rahouli 
was chosen to be on the Algerian team 
to the Arab Games she never thought 
there would be so many women par- 
ticipants. 

To her surprise, about 600 out of 
2,700 athletes taking part in the Eighth 
Arab Games in Lebanon are women. 

“Arab women have proved they can 
be great athletes," the four-times gold 
medallist told the Associated Press 
Friday. 

It needed determination to show the 
generally conservative Arab society, 
where in some countries women are 
largely confined to their homes and 
can only travel accompanied by male 
relatives, that women can compete — 
and win. 

"What’s important is that we will be 
^ —y,' CINEMA 


Despite barriers, women compete and win 


there from now on. competing in inter- 
national events to show that Arab 
women are sports women and not just 
housewives.” Rahouli said. 

Rahouli. almost 18. emerged as the 
star in the women’s track and field 
competitions. She won golds in the 
women's 100 metres, the 100 metre 
hurdles, long jump and triple jump. 
She also earned a silver as part of 
Algeria’s women’s team in the 4 by 
100 metres relay. 

Rahouli. 1. 78-metre tall, completed 
the 100 metre hurdles in 14.11 sec- 
onds, shattering the previous Arab 


record of 14. 1 8 seconds set by compa- 
triot Nasira Ashir in Algeria in 1985, 
the first time women were able to 
compete in the Arab Games since it 
began in 1953. 

The number of women participants 
in the 1985 and 1992 Games were not 
available. 

Dali la Meyale, a 34-year-old 
Algerian mother of three, claimed the 
first gold medal of the Games when 
she won the women’s 21 -kilometre 
marathon in 1 hour 26 minutes and 41 
seconds. 

She said then that poverty and a 


desire to prove that women can win 
pushed her ahead. » 

“1 stay on in sports because I want to 
prove a point to the authorities who 
ore nonchalant about female sports,” 
said Meyale. 

Hamida Ben Hussein, 16. and 
Naeema Ben Taher, 14, both fellow 
mates on the 22 -strong women contin- 
gent of the 237-member Algerian 
team, also were winners. Ben Hussein 
won a gold in women's high jump and 
Ben Taher earned a bronze in women's 
heptathlon. 

Four women competing in fencing 


were on the 277-strong Kuwaiti team, 
the first time a nation from the ultra- 
conservative Gulf region sends 
women athletes to an Arab competi- 
tion. They didn't make it to the top 
three slots, but it was a start for 
Kuwaiti women athletes. 

Amani Mustafa Adasani of Kuwait 
said she found it “somewhat strange" 
to travel with other women teammates 
to participate in the Games. 
Traditions sometimes stand as barrier 
to achieving ambitions," she told the 
Beirut As-Safir newspaper. 

Balsam Mohammed Ayoub, also 
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PHILADELPHIA "1" 

Jim Carrey ...in 

LIAR LIAR 


PHILADELPHIA w 2 g 

Keanu Reeves ... in 

A WALK IN 
THE CLOUDS 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30: 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


^ PLAZA j 

Tom Cruise... in 

JERRY MAGUIRE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30 

Adel Imam... in 

BAKHTT AND ADEELAH (FART 2) 
(AljardaJ waJ kanaka) 

Shows: 8:30 - 10:30 


CONCORD 


CONCORD -1- 


Harrison Ford & Brad Pitt.. .in 

DEVIL’S OWN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

COBCORD *2“ 

9 

Michael Jordan. ..in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


from Kuwait, said Gulf women should 
follow the Kuwaiti women’s pns ce-:.; 
dent to participate in future compe^| 
tions. . \!*g 

Women athletes also developed^ 
certain bond in the male-dominated * 1 
games. 

“Even though we don't have much 
time to see one another but at least we 
meet, we discuss our results and make 
new friendships." Algeria’s Rahouli 
said. 

Lebanon's Saoud Al Hareth. who 
won gold in women’s javelin, paid 
Rahouli a visit at her Beirut hotel 
room to offer to take her out for lunch. 

“It’s a wonderful thing to see other 
Arab women competing ” a satisfied 
Rahouli said, flicking her five medals 
in her hands. 


Rahil & Bisham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


The satirical play 

AMN Al Al YA HO 

performance starts at 8:30 p.m. 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 
For reservations call 625155 




les overcom 



T Al Sclr 

r ■ •- 

. :, iw>rnev . 

1 i vRi -VL . 


: - i- . 
.Ijliy. , 

: -Vj;. : 

Scic 


- 4, '-r.:::ked 

■ 

• '! J. j r ijUailt 

* • 

jfi. 1 •• 

„ ,: ’ 1 *'-*• ‘ 

* 'Umikow 
-- in 

■ “-6 i~ 


J '---ru; 

h, r .-.-- 

Gross ni. 

’ ,T ‘P: l .'ir.: ... . ' 

■ - ■ v.e L6-' 

ft -ur, ... 

• "■ v. d 1 

".HMr,. L 
'■bjh-.-. ■■■ 

v ?.? \Yj 
event 

1 • ■ * 1 N 

— -cic. -a ho 
• ■'••“"d merit ’-i 

’• V p ,1 :« c':r 








B ; ij; inion 


■Ociwini 


J ■■- ridu 
\ » 








Jordan limes, Sunday, July 20, 1997 


11 



rt 







oat 

sar- 

■'att 

:iafc 

aaJ 

hi 

n 


n j 

dUi! 

m 

Hof 

Hit! 

lloul 

:ite 

UMK 

COTf 

hs 

litre 
jd® 
ip. S3: 

tun® 


e oifr 

"l £ iff; 
irae a 
rii k 

he rt J 
, sr^' 

.1 K* 

m-«*V 
Gtffr 
r.ru^ 
;mi « 
5>i“ 

yhl 1 ^ ' 

pisfr ' 

.nr^. 

H s r 

iipi> 1 

sl**' 

.r^ 


rt 

HIP 

ii^ 

rt** 

■$ 



Jake Mattala of Smith Africa enjoys his victory over IBA light flyweight champion 
Michael Carbajal in Las Vegas. Mat! ala, the shortest active professional fighter at 
4’ 8”, gave np his WBO title to face Carbajal. The fight was stopped in the ninth 
round with Carbajal bleeding over both eyes (Reuters photo) 


Yeboah 

offers 

money-back 

goal 

guarantee 

BONN (R) — Ghana strik- 
er Tony Yeboah. desperate 
for a move from English 
side Leeds, has reportedly 
made prospective employ- 
ers an incredible offer — a 
money-back guarantee that 
he will score 1 5 goals next 
season. 

‘‘If I don't score 15 
goals, then I’ll give back 
half iny salary.” Yeboah 
told Saturday’s edition of 
the German newspaper 
Bild. “I’m one of the 10 
best strikers in the world.” 

The former Eintrocht 
Frankfurt forward, who 
was training this week in 
the German city of Mainz, 
said he now planned to 
return to Ghana buL added: 
“If a club shows an inter- 
est, HI come back straight 
away." 

Yeboah. 3 1 , is still under 
contract with Leeds but 
wants to leave because he 
does not get on with man- 
ager George Graham. He 
has not appeared for pre- 
season training in Eng- 
land. 

It is believed that Leeds 
have given him the go- 
ahead to leave if he can 
find a club to pay a trans- 
fer fee of around $1.7 mil- 
lion. 


Seles overcomes 15-year old newcomer 



MAHWAH, New Jersey 
(R) — A couple of months 
ago, Steffi Graf played a 
close final-round march 
against Miijana Lucic of 
Croatia in Strasbourg and 
later told die 15-year-old 
she had a great future. 

Now another former 
World No. 1 , Monica Seles, 
has had a chance to play 
Lucic and she is just as 
impressed. 

Seles survived the worst 
serving of her career in 
turning back Lucic 2-6 7-5 
6-0 in a 99-minute quarter- 
final at a $125,000 
women’s tennis exhibition 
tournament on Friday. 

“She hits the ball veiy 
hard," said Seles, a winner 
of nine Grand Slam titles 
who prompted the same 
sort of comment when she 
hit the scene. “She is phys- 
ically strong for her age. 
Site certainly has a great 
future ahead of her." 

The 23-year-old Seles, 
ranked No. 3 now behind 
Martina Hingis and Juna 
Novotna, committed 19 
double faults and only 
made 40 first serves in 98 
attempts. 

But credit the hard-hitting 
Lucic for applying continu- 
ous pressure through 
almost two sets before fal- 
tering in the final stages of 
a match that surprised a 
crowd of 4,500. 

Lucic, ranked 68, held a 
6-2 4-2 lead before Seles 
recovered to keep pace with 


Monica Seles 

25rh-ranked Anna 

Koumikova, a winner in an 
earlier quarter-final. 

Koumikova rallied from a 
2-5 deficit in the first set to 
take a 7-6 (7-2 1 6-1 victory 
over 70ih-ranked American 
Ann Grossman. Two weeks 
ago, the 16-year-old Russ- 
ian was a surprise semi- 
finalist at Wimbledon, los- 
ing to eventual champion 
Hingis. 

Lucic. who won the first 
tournament she ever played 
on the pro circuit, the Croa- 
tian Women’s Open in May 
and reached the finals in the 


next two. in Strasbourg and 
Marseilles, kepi Seles back 
on her heels with deep 
returns before the 
Yugos lav-bom American 
rose to the challenge. 

“I had my chances.” said 
Lucic, “but Monica’s game 
got better and mine went 
down.” Lucic. who rums 1 6 
next March 9, will be limit- 
ed to playing only on the 
smaller women’s circuit 
until that dale according to 
the rules of the WTA tour. 

Because of Lucie’s rank- 
ing. however, she is expect- 
ed to play next month ai the 


US. Open, which is gov- 
erned by the International 
Tennis Federation. 

Seles, making her first 
appearance since a disap- 
pointing Wimbledon, will 
next meet No. 29 Chanda 
Rubin, the 1995 winner 
here who advanced with a 
6-3 6-2 victory over fellow- 
American Angela Leitiere. 

Maggie Maleeva of Bul- 
garia set up a match against 
Koumikova by beating 
Elena Likhovtseva 6-4 1-0 
as the Russian retired due 
to an arm injury. 


MAJOR LEAGUE 
RESULTS 
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| American League 
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Boston 

7 

Cleveland 

0 

White Sox - 

3 ... 

Baltimore 

o 

; Milwaukee 

6 

NY Yankees ; 

4 

Detroit 

5 . 
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Toronto 

2 ' - 

Anaheim 

i 

Seattle 

•5 . 

Kansas City 

4 

Minnesota 

7 

Oakland 

3. 

National Leagbe 




San Diego 

5.; 

Florida 

3. 

Houston 

‘2 ‘ 

Montreal* 

0 

Philadel phia : 

8 

Pittsburgh 

. 6 . 

Atlanta 

4 

Los Angeles 

1 

NY.Mets ’ 

4 . 

Cincinnati 

' 3 ‘ 

St Louis' ---■ . 

6 

San Francisco 

:5 


• Colorado At Chicago Cubs Postponed _ , ; 


Wheaton reaches 
Washington semis 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

David Wheaton's return from 
an eight-month layoff and 
foot surgery took another leap 
forward Friday when he 
defeated Vince Spadea 6-3 4- 
6 6-2 to reach the semi-finals 
of the Legg Mason Tennis 
Classic. 

Forced to qualify for the 56- 
man field after his once lofty 
world ranking of No. 12 
dropped as low as 275, 
Wheaton made Spadea the 
third successive seeded player 
he has beaten. Earlier, he 
defeated Jason Stolienberg (5) 
and Maizio Martclli (12). 

“I had surgery on my right 
heel at the end of March, so 
I’m happy just Lo be able to 
play matches, much less win 
them," said Wheaton, a one- 
time Wimbledon semi- final- 
ist. 

Wheaton lost to Andre 
Agassi in the fourth round of 
the open at flushing mead- 
ows. Shortly thereafter, the 


troublesome Heal began to act 
up and he rested it 

“I was hoping that would do 
i U but it didn't.” he said. 

Wheaton made his first start 
on grass at Newport earlier 
this month and reached the 
quarter-finals before losing to 
Grant Stafford. He will play 
Petr Korda Saturday in his 
first semi-final since Newport 
two years ago. 

Second-seeded Korda 
advanced to the semi-finals 
by slipping by Germany’s 
Tommy Haas 6-7 (2-7) 6-4 6- 
4 despite becoming ill in the 
middle of the third set with 
the score tied at 3-3. 

In the other semi-final, top 
seed Michael Chang will take 
on New Zealander Brett 
Steven. 

Chang defeated seventh- 
seeded Scott Draper 6-2 6-3, 
while the llth-seeded Steven 
beat unseeded Ranier Schut- 
tler6-3 6-3.' ' 


Nagano says working 
on image problem 


NAGANO, Japan (R) — Nagano is 
unlikely to be accused of the tawdry 
commercial excesses which marked 
last year’s summer Olympics in 
Atlanta. 

In fact, organisers of next February’s 
winter Olympics go into Tuesday’s 200 
day countdown to the games hustling 
to shed an image of massive indiffer- 
ence. 

“We are working hard to change our 
image,” said Ko Yamaguchi. the media 
head for the games. “1 think it's wrong 
already.” 

He said the criticism levelled at the 
Nagano organisers earlier this year for 
not doing enough to promote the 
games was no longer valid. 

Nagano was blasted by International 
Olympic Committee President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch and even Japan's 
own Olympic chief for poor organisa- 
tion. 

A high-profile fight with the 
International Ski Federation over the 
starling height of the men’s downhill 
has also bruised Nagano’s image. 

Organisers have repeatedly rejected 
federation requests to raise the height 
of start, saying that would put it into a 
national park. 

The lack of publicity so far means 
there is not much Olympic spirit seen 
on the streets of Nagano yet, and none 
in larger cities such as Tokyo. 

Fumiya Nonaka, a Tokyo business- 


man on a recent business trip to 
Nagano, said he was surprised by the 
lack of advertisements tor the games. 

”1 haven't seen many ads yci (in 
Nagano ). and I haven't seen any in 
Tokyo.” he said. “There will probably 
be more later.” 

Yamaguchi also said momentum for 
the games will start to pick up in- the 
Autumn. 

“After the summer things will 
change,” he said. "I’m not worried, 
once it starts snowing, Nagano will 
prevail.** 

One of the bigger potential problems 
organisers face, especially after the 
fiasco in Atlanta with lost and late 
buses, is transport. 

One-third of the 68 events at the 
games are based in or near the resort of 
Hakuba. 50 kilometres west of Nagano 
on a windy highway. 

The trip took more than 2-1/2 hours 
during a pre-Olympic ski jumping 
event earlier this year. 

Yamaguchi said organisers will seek 
the cooperation of the public and com- 
panies to try to cut the general traffic 
by about 30 per cent during the games. 

Yamaguchi also said all of the com- 
petition facilities will be ready before 
the end of this year. 

“I don't think that there is anything 
behind schedule, almost all of the con- 
struction is finished, and we are just 
adjusting some facilities now at the 


request of the IOC." 

The budget has ballooned from the 
original 76 billion Yen (S65S.3 million) 
set when Nagano was awarded the 
games in 1991 to 103 billion Yen now. 
but Yamaguchi does not expect any lur- 
ther changes. 

"There are no plans now to increase 

or decrease the budget.” he said. 

The budget does not include the cost 
of the competition facilities, which 
were paid for by local municipalities, 
or a new high-speed train which will 
cut the current three-hour travel time to 
Tokyo in half when it starts running in 
October. 

Yamaguchi said interest in the games 
was also picking up on the Internet, 
with Nagano's homepage 

(www.Nagano.Olympic.Org/) averag- 
ing about 42.000 "hits a day? 60 percent 
from ourside the country. 

Yamaguchi also said ticket sales have 
been going well and for the more pop- 
ular events were available only through 
packages offered by travel agents. 

“We've sold out of the (men's) hock- 
ey final, the opening and closing cere- 
monies and the figure skating finals.” 
he said. 

After Cambodia pulled out last week 
in the aftermath of a political coup. 82 
countries now are expected to send 
about 3,000 athletes and officials to 
participate in seven sports over the 16- 
day event. 


SPORTS 

IN 

BRIEF 


Agassi enters 
LA field 

WASHINGTON (AFP) 
r- Andre Agassi, who 
"crashed in a first-match 
loss here Wednesday , 
has accepted a wild- 
card entry into next 
week’s ATP tour event 
at Los Angeles. He 
will be seeded seventh. 
Doug Flach beat Agas- 
si 2-6, 6-4, 6-4, in a 
second-round match in 
Washington in the for- 
mer world number 
one’s first match fol- 
lowing a two-and-a- 
half month layoff with 
a wrist injury. Croat- 
ia's Goran Ivanisevic 
will be the top seed in 
Los Angeles, followed, 
in order, by Sweden’s 
Thomas Enqvist, Mark 
Philippoussis of Aus- 
tralia, Dutchman 
Richard Krajicek, Aus- 
tralian pat rafter and 
Americans Jim Couri- 
er, Agassi And Alex 
O'Brien. 

Pearce joins 
Newcastle 

LONDON (R) — Vet- 
eran England defender 
Stuart Pearce joined 
Newcastle on Friday, a 
day after being given a 
free transfer by Not- 
tingham Forest 

Pearce, 35, underwent 
a medical and signed a 
three-year contract 

with last season’s Pre- 
mier League runners- 
up. He left forest, who 
were relegated from the 
top flight last season, 
saying he wanted to 
play in the Premier 
League to enhance his 
chances of representing 
England in the World 
Cup. There was specu- 
lation that Pearce 
would move south but 
instead he joined 
Kenny Dalglish's side 
who recently sold left- 
back Robbie Elliott to 
Bolton. 



Italian Giovanna Trilllni (L) clashes with Romania's Roxana Scarlat (R) in the Final of 
the Women’s Foil Tfeams event at the World Fencing Championships (Reuters photo) 


MERCEDES CAR FOR SALE 

Duty Unpaid 

Mercedes Elegance E200, 1997 model, dark blue metallic, full options, 
1,000 km mileage. Reasonable price. 

Please call 553 81 12 


Only 3.95 Per Person 
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CHIN AWN 


Bum 


Open „ 
et 

_ To 4:00 PM. 

Chinese fast food Daily 
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SEWFIYEH AL-HAMRAST. TEL. 861303 


Hie British Council, Jordan 
Vacancy 

Development Assistant Post 
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The British Council's Development and Training Services Section is 
responsible for the management of training schemes, educational 
projects and a range of other programs that the Council pursues in 
areas of priority for both the Jordanian and British Governments. 
The successful applicant will join a team of five members actively 
involved in pursuing and achieving the Council's objectives in these 
areas. Candidates with the following skills and qualifications are 
invited to apply for the post: 

* Excellent Administrative and interpersonal s kills 

* Fluent English and Arabic 

* Good IT skills 

* Ability to work effectively under pressure and maintain workflow 

* Flexibility and positive attitude to change 

* University degree in a relevant filed 

* Minimum two years experience preferably development related 
Applicants will be required to site an English language and 
computer competency tests. Post is open for Jordanian natio nals 
only. 

Please send yonr CV to: 

Manager Development and Training Services 
The British Council 
PO Box 634, Amman 1 1 1 1 8 
Fax: 656413 

e-mail: Azza.Hammoudi@BC-AMMAN.sprint.com 
Closing date for receipt of applications is 27 July 1 997 

1 1 as a ds arifrr m 131 . 
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Five Self Service Counters 

Let your appetite guide your choices from 
any of our delicious five self service 
counters at the ground floor and enjoy 
your eating outside in a relaxing 
atmosphere at our patio seating area. 

Full Service Restaurant 

Enjoy the elegance of our full service 
restaurant at the second floor and let our 
professional waiters and waitresses 
welcome and serve you from our selected 
variety of all the five concepts 
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DUNKIN’ DONUTS 
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THE CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL TOURISTIC RESTAURANTS 
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Algerian forces kill 
60 rebels — paper 


r\KIS 1K1 — Algerian 
■,\mit\ fura> killed ah' nit 

'•11 Muslim Luii'iriHas liikI 

iiesk-J scutii! mure in a 
■H'l. lined .muck again-t u 
iiL'xiii whcix* rebel Jcuvlcrs 
■vie attending :i congress. 
11 Mccriun iicvispapcr saiJ 

' :l III il.l\ . 

Ihe attack begun lust 
Moiuhix lol kiting ihe msis- 
'.icrc oi' 14 I'amilv iiicmhcis 
■II Balil \ ilkige :il K011 Smuil 
.iicu. 40 kilometres miuiIi- 
•uesi nl' Algiers, sail! A I 
Waiaii new sp:i|vr. 

The I’oives. hum ini! down 
ihe murderers, si ambled on 
.1 long liniiicl ttiili several 
. Mis where ihe guerrillas 
■10111 ihe (cured Armed 
Li. nine (iroup 1C1IA1. ■ 
. - 1 nipped wiili ussuull rilles. 
•ere hiding, (lie iiMinilv 
• ell inlornied newspaper 


s;iid. 

ijuoiing unnamed 

sources. A I Waiaii said .10 
(HA lenders uiieiuled (he 
meeting which max also 
h;i\e drawn (JIA's ciutimaii- 
der. 27 -\eiir-olil Amur 
/.ouahri. 

The group is blamed In 
ihe uLilhorilies fur (lie mas- 
sacre oi' villagers in remote 

areas, bombings in cities 

and the killing of leading 
intellectuals and journalists. 

Tile newspa|vr said Ihe 
operalitm concluded Fridax 
bin it did 1101 sj\ whet her 
( "il ,\ leaders, ineluding 
/ouahri. weresiill holed lip 
in the uiniiel or wlielhei 
ilie> liad lied he lore the 
huge opcr.il ion siarted. 

lid w ecu I? and 20 sus- 
pected rebels slaughtered 
14 I'amilv members in 


Bulillast week. A 1 Waiaii 
and Liberie newspapers 
reported last. Sunday. 

In a separate incident. 'a . 1 
hi mib explosion killed a 
\ tiling man and wounded 
another in the Oucd Yaiclt 
area in liliila. 

A I Khahar newspaper said 
Snlurdav that ihe bomb 
exploded Thursdav when 
the two men armed home. 
The de\ ice was planted near 
the victims' door, it said. . 

About (lO.llOO people ha\e 
been killed in Algeria's viu- 
lenee pitting guerrillas 
against government forces 
since earlv l'W 2 . when the 
nut In *ri ties cancelled a gen- 
eral election in which 
Islamists hud taken a com- 
mandin': lead. 


Lawyers of British nurses appeal 
for court to throw out confessions 


KIYMJH iAITi — The 
s.iiuli law firm oi two British 
niscs accused of killing an 
uisiralian colleague said 
s iturduv il has made its ease 
the legal' authorities lor 
. ir retracted eonlessioiis in 

. thrown t »ut. 

I'he Salah Al llejailan linn 
.ml its ■‘eompivheitsive legal 
iiemorandum." suhiitilied 
vliile the trial is in udioum- 
neiu. "evaluales the discivd- 
’.•d eonlessioiis and oilier 
ideikv." • 

It also "sets lorth Ihe basis 
■.>1 disijualifv ing the liilfmxl 
'.irmly from hav ing any sav in 
•Ins ordeal under ilk* whim 
« eiiario“ the Rivndh-bascd 
ivv linn said m a statement. 
\n lsliimieenun in Kimbai. 
.isiem Saudi Ainhia. rule*! 
.niter this month iluti the 
■•1 oilier ol victim 'll mine 
< iilluixl has ihe right in decide 
■ Met her to spate the lives of 
Unions it 1 1 ie\ ate eon 
•ted. 


But l-’rank (iillord has 
refused 10 consider merex if 
Lucille Mel amebian and 
Dchonili PaiT\ aiv eonxictcd 
of mualer and sentenced to lv 
Ivheaileil hv ihe swotxl. 

1 'ikler Islamic law. the vic- 
tim's I'amilv has the tight to 
giant merev anil accept a 
financial settlement, under a 
provision called "diva." spar- 
ing the lives ol killers o| their 
ivlalixes. 

Ihe llejailan linn also 
uigucd Sal tin lav that the 
(iillord I'amilv \ denial of .1 
lesbian ivl.tliotisliiji Ivtween 
the victim ami the British 
nurses stripped tlk* ease ol a 
kev motivation to kill 
Yvonne. 

'Hie Lesbian link was raised 
vv hen the nurses' confessed to 
the killing. Bui Mel.auehlan 
and Pun - }, pleading innocent 
in conn, have ivtr.icled ihe 

eonlessioiis oil ‘ die gnmnds 

tltev were extracted under 
dmc's. 


Ihe elosed-iliktr trial has 
been adjonmevl since Julx 7 . 
The issue of the Australian 
I'amilv 's rights lirnl to lv set- 
tled before a vealiel on ilk- 
killing of the 55 -v ear-old 
senior iliealre nurse. 

Ilie court vv ill set a dale for 
ills.* next I tearing "at the con- 
clusion of the judges' dclilvr- 
alion" on the ease, according 
10 die llejailan linn. 

It said ilie conn could reject 

the eonlessioiis and dismiss 
the ease, examine them at 
l ui u lx* heatings, submit the 
ease 10 a higher aiilhorilv. 01 
pass a guilt} veixliet. 

II I'Utikl guilt}, hut not of 
first degree murder, the mu s- 
es could lace a maximum of 
live veats in jail. 

'Hie defence linn said lliat 
I'amilv members of ilie jailed 
nurses will visit them next 
weekend. "'Iliis will hopel'nl- 
K lv the last visit before the 
eass' is dismissed.** il slid. 


Germans 

committed 

‘suicide’ 
over 
Kurdish 
trial — Iran 


TEHRAN tAH*» -1 1^ 
outgoing I Yesiiknt Ali AU^ 
I I;lsI vmi Kalsinjani Naiil 
SatunLiv that Ciemimn Ix^] 
eummilieil '•suicide'' uiKki 
l .S. ami Isnteli iiilltiL'ikv.lH 
making aa.‘usiliuus ttficmir- 
isin itgitiiM Ir.iiiiiin Icmieix. 

In the interview uiih ilv 
lunxl-liik* Joiiilfurj. Matih 

newspaper. Mr. kafsmj; mi 
refenx'il to a (icnntui eimn 
veixliet of April H> iinpllcai 
ing Tehran in ilk* BJ»J2 
der of four Kuril nppusy^, 
leaders- in Berlin. 

■'Hie (ioniums know ihnu 
the si an tlvv vvihiIiI he d K - 
losers in this ;ilT;ur hut 
despite that thev did nm 
know how to sifcgiKutl ilkn 

illleiVsts :nkl ilk'} CiHJimilkvl 
st tickle, fie stiil. ( kfiuaiu i\ 
Iran's top inkling partner. 

I le aildeil: 'T7k* IuiikI ut 
the I 'niteil States hikI Israel 
was behind Ilk* ( ieniuiii deci- 
sion." 

Following the cuun niline. 
Tehran and Bonn avalLxl 
their aiitbassidors and i-.kti 
ex | vl Lx I louriliplumuis. 

Other 1:1 * eounlrics aki 
w 1 1 lii li eu ilk'ir top diplomats 
in Milidaril.v with B« niii.'llki 
later deeiiL'd t«» semi ilieiti 
hack but siis|vihk*d ilxti 
icliini 111 pixrtesi at Iran’s 
refusal to tv-mlntil tlk 
(ierniiin ambnssmlor. 

Mr. UalsanpmiHs in he 
tvplik'eil on August 3 hj .1 
relative modiraie. 

Moliummad Khatami. 

(iemtati Ml* Jncrgeii 
Mivlleinan. who visjiol 
lehraii last nnmtli. e\|irxswl 
lio|V that relations Iviiuvn 
ilk- two. .ei.iuntries, wmikl 
improve under Mr. Khatami. 
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AT NORTH THEATRE 

Opening for the First time since 2000 years 

From France: 

Orchestra de Jeunes de la Mediterranean 


From Chile: 

Bafocbi - Ballet Group 

From Poland: 

AMAJl Cord Quartet 


From Russia: 

OMSK Ballet Presenting 
Chaikovsky's "Sleeping Beauty" 

From Europe: 

The European Union Baroque Orchestra 
From USA: 

The New York Broadway Duo 
Rosemary George & Richard Shardoui 


From Romania: 

Junii Brasovului Ensemble 

From Canada: 

Orchestra Baroque De Montreal 
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AX ARTEMJ^THEATER 

From United Kingdom: 

The Original Shakespeare Company in 
Shakespeare's "Midnight's Summer Dream” 

From the United States: 

- The Family International 

- Bigger Light Theater Presenting 
Shakespeare's "Much ado about nothing" 

From India: 

The Dancing Group "Kuchipudi" 


From Japan: 

"Yugo" Dancing Company 
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AT SOUTH THEATER 

From Spain: 

"Dos Herman as" Flamengo Group 





AT SOUND & LIGHT THEATER 

From Germany: 

Schleswig-Holstein 
Costume and Folk Dance 

From South Africa: 

Thula Sizwe 

World Class Traditional Songs 
& Dance Group 

From Greece: 

Karagounides 

Dance & Traditional Arts Group 
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AT FORUM 

Cirque Cabaret 
Multi Int'l Street Show 

From Italy: 

Associazione Nazionale Brasaglieri 


Ns Sfosal Music Conservatory Tel: 687620 Jett - Abdali, Tel 664146 
Tyche Hotel, Tel: 661114 Green Meadows for Touri 

Grand Palace Hotel Al- Tal Street Tel. 698 1 8- 

Shmeisani: Hava Cultural Center. Mag Al Hammam: Big 

Nazal Area: Ja'Ssa ri Stores. Tel: 716676 


Green Meades for Tourism, \^sfi Meeting point to Petra buses 
Al- Tal Street Tel. 698184 Bsharat for Tourism, Jordan 

Mag Al Hammam: Big Bear Stores Intercont Hotel Tel: 641350 
Tel: 7 1 6676 Music Bos, 7th circle, Tel: 8 1 


Catering: Daoud Investment Group 


Buses : Daily trips to and from Jerash 
by : Jett /Alpha / Petra 


Mcdonalds' , A.Gosheh st. 859S02 Fuheis: Al-Housh Rest Tel: 729152 
Meeting point to Petra buses Ixbid: Al-Aniqua Boutique, Tel: 277909 

Bsharat for Tourism, Jordan Zarka: Nakhieh for Travel & Tourismi 

Intercont Hotel Tel: 641350 Tel: 901910, 906960 

Music Bos, 7th circle, Tel: 8 1 5745 Madabar Mirag for Travel & Tourism. ^ 

m Jerash General Services: 

ra Clinic - Ambulance - Public Telephone - Restrooms 
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